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Event edition: Birdsville
Races, Big Red Bash,
Bedourie Camel Races and
more! 

We’re off and racing! 

www.diamantina.qld.gov.au
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BEDOURIE'S 
DREAMTIME SCULPTURE: 

  WANGKANGURRU COUNTRY 

Diamantina Shire Council acknowledges the 
Wangkangurru and Yarluyandi Peoples, Traditional Custodians of the land on
which we work, live and play. We recognise their continuing connection to
Country and Culture. We pay respect to Elders past, present and emerging.
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Set against the backdrop of
gibbers, sand hills, and the vast
outback, the "Dust Storm"
sculpture vividly represents a dust
storm. Dust storms, known for
their swirling winds, symbolise
how spirits travel in Dreamtime
stories.

The town of Bedourie derives its
name from First Nation Peoples’
word for dust storm - Bidouri. 

DustDust    StormStorm
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Welcome to
our special

event edition of
Desert Yarns

https://www.instagram.com/diamantinaqld
https://www.facebook.com/DiamantinaShireCouncil
https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/


I was invited to attend the Wangkangurru-Yarluyandi directors' meeting on country in Birdsville. The
W-Y are keen to build upon their working relationship with the Diamantina Shire Council, and I am
equally keen to see the council working closely with our Traditional Owners. Council was well
represented at a meeting with the Pitta Pitta Aboriginal Corporation in Boulia where a respectful
relationship was also developed. 

All the councillors and CEO spent the day inspecting council and community infrastructure in
Birdsville which is clearly in need of either upgrading, replacement or maintenance schedules,
however, it was great to see our streetscape in excellent condition, which is a credit to Alarna
Achterberg’s Parks and Gardens team.  
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  MessageMessage
              from thefrom the  
              MayorMayor

I took advantage of the opportunity at the LGAQ Mayor’s Forum at

Parliament House, Brisbane to meet with Bart Mellish, Minister for

Transport and Main Roads, and emphasise how important it is to

seal the roads into Birdsville, but mainly to finish the Birdsville

Bedourie road at the Cuttaburra Crossing. I followed this theme

up at the Civic Leaders Summit at a forum on liveability. While

others were discussing cost of living, I thought it important to

point out that we ask only for comparable liveability, my argument

being that until we have a sealed road to Birdsville, we are

significantly disadvantaged.   Mayor Francis Murray 

Big Red Bash July 2 - 4

https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/


It was a great surprise to see
Barry and Narelle Gaffney back
in town to prepare Barry’s
Volvo Prime Mover to go to the
Winton Truck Museum. Barry
and Narelle spent their entire
lives in our region and are
known by many.  
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It was a pity that all the hard work by the
Birdsville Social Club to prepare for their
annual Bronco Branding event was forced to
cancel by the rain that closed the Birdsville
Track and turned the arena into a mud pit,
but I’m confident that the rescheduled event
will be a great show as usual and I’m sure
there will be no complaints from the pastoral
industry for another shower. Hopefully the
roads will stay dry now so our tourist and
events season can get into full swing. 

Barry, Narelle and Mayor Francis
Murray in the Birdsville Hotel beside a
photograph of Barry’s grandfather,
publican Len Gaffney, and Francis’
grandfather (far right), yard builder
Arthur Murray, in the Birdsville Hotel
1958. Left is Duncan Considine,
centre is George Naylor. 

Francis Murray 
Mayor

Sam Watkins’ aerial photography
exhibition, Diamantina Spirit, is on
display at the Wirrarri Gallery,
Birdsville. The opening event was well
attended by community and visitors
and I encourage everyone to drop in
and take a look at council’s first solo
art exhibition by a local community
member. I would like to congratulate
Sam on the quality of her work and
presentation. 

https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/


 Event season is upon us and I thank our
Council teams for the preparatory work
they have undertaken to support our
club and committee volunteers. We’re
excited about the tourism season and
expect large attendances generally and
to these community events.
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As the year rolls on, Diamantina Shire Council  has been busy undertaking
elected member inductions and ensuring council, councillors and the communities
are set up for success over the next four years. Sessions and workshops have
been undertaken with the Queensland Department of State Development,
Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning, the Local Government Association
of Queensland and the Queensland Treasury Corporation.
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CEO updateCEO update  
 

Scott Mason
Acting Chief

 Executive Officer

Council is also focused on the
implementation of several reforms, along
with its Financial Turnaround Strategy,
which is concentrated on financial
governance, the 2023/24 budget review,
plant accounting, development of the
24/25 budget and preparation for
finalisation of the accounting statements
for the current financial year.
 
Council has also agreed to establish a
Plant and Machinery Committee and an
Audit Committee which will provide a
governance framework to ensure sufficient
time is dedicated to these important
matters.

Congratulations to our Mayor who is now
the new Chair of the Outback Regional
Road and Transport Group!

Birdsville Races September 6 - 7  

https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/


At the time of writing this article,

Diamantina Shire Council has

attended the Civic Leaders

Summit which was held at the

Gold Coast from 21-22 May and it

is presently participating in

Remote Area Planning and

Development Board Meetings at

Blackall from 27-29 May, 2024.

These are important opportunities

for regional advocacy and for

championing outback issues.

Council has experienced some significant staff turnover of late, which is cause to say
thank-you to all who have contributed to the Diamantina way of life and to improving
community liveability. We look forward to our new wave of employees commencing and
to the strong contributions they will make to build our momentum. Jason Beaton will join
us as Chief Operating Officer from June 10 and Acting Director of Corporate Services
Lorelle Hatch will join us from June 13. All vacancies will be advertised internally and
externally as we engage replacement employees.

Regarding the employment of the Diamantina Shire Council CEO position, we can
report that from 54 applications, 5 were shortlisted, 4 interview and we are now down
to the final two, who will travel out for the final stages of the interview process with the
full council.
 

In closing, we will hold our next
Council Meeting at Bedourie on
17 June. 

Scott Mason
Acting Chief Executive Officer
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Best regardsBest regards

Can I please encourage residents and
landholders to attend the public information
sessions for the review of the Georgina
Diamantina Water Plan. This is an important
opportunity to seek information and provide
input. A session will be held at Bedourie on
25 June and at Birdsville on 26 June. 

https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/


Experience Outback Queensland featured
Annandale Trading Co’s stunning photo of

wildflowers and sunshine on Facebook
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CommunityCommunity
  and Tourismand Tourism

      Event season
kicks off!

Nature has blessed us with stunning

displays of wildflowers flowers to

launch our tourism season. The  

Diamantina has featured in the media,

with wildflower and Aurora photos

being shared by Outback Queensland

Tourism. 

Congratulations to Birdsville Tourist Park and

Birdsville Bakery who were among the 92

experiences in Outback Queensland that achieved

Best of Queensland status! This stamp of approval

recognises the outstanding efforts of tourism

businesses that bring the Queensland story to life

and consistently deliver top-notch visitor

experiences. Well done team!

We have been working with Tourism and Events Queensland (TEQ) and BBC

Studios, to promote the Diamantina in an international campaign featuring

Outback Queensland. It was great to see the local community coming together for

the filming of the biggest game of Keepy Uppy! The game, made famous by the hit

children’s show ‘Bluey’, is part of a new tourism campaign which TEQ predicts will

entice 1.3 million visitors to Queensland, bringing in an estimated $1.7 billion by

June 2025. Watch the video here.

https://www.facebook.com/annandaletradingco?__cft__[0]=AZUpGwIZ8Z2_9SIrH-ZQadPvc2pH97_Sh1xTT0YTsARixdTLvzZucQMhqBQzWDK5S5hUROb9q8nspeI5WrxU0sLLl_MbJCxAOghI9LqXWtSfWc0STvA3Y5MxcfhMddWpjTN4PFdZIghKbEsz0E2v8FnQz-XZ0S7buvdS9-uTp45mhIGTn7h359d9IEPZE68qXE9sGKNKW5DcVSpAxG4tVDrj&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/annandaletradingco?__cft__[0]=AZUpGwIZ8Z2_9SIrH-ZQadPvc2pH97_Sh1xTT0YTsARixdTLvzZucQMhqBQzWDK5S5hUROb9q8nspeI5WrxU0sLLl_MbJCxAOghI9LqXWtSfWc0STvA3Y5MxcfhMddWpjTN4PFdZIghKbEsz0E2v8FnQz-XZ0S7buvdS9-uTp45mhIGTn7h359d9IEPZE68qXE9sGKNKW5DcVSpAxG4tVDrj&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/annandaletradingco?__cft__[0]=AZUpGwIZ8Z2_9SIrH-ZQadPvc2pH97_Sh1xTT0YTsARixdTLvzZucQMhqBQzWDK5S5hUROb9q8nspeI5WrxU0sLLl_MbJCxAOghI9LqXWtSfWc0STvA3Y5MxcfhMddWpjTN4PFdZIghKbEsz0E2v8FnQz-XZ0S7buvdS9-uTp45mhIGTn7h359d9IEPZE68qXE9sGKNKW5DcVSpAxG4tVDrj&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/annandaletradingco?__cft__[0]=AZUpGwIZ8Z2_9SIrH-ZQadPvc2pH97_Sh1xTT0YTsARixdTLvzZucQMhqBQzWDK5S5hUROb9q8nspeI5WrxU0sLLl_MbJCxAOghI9LqXWtSfWc0STvA3Y5MxcfhMddWpjTN4PFdZIghKbEsz0E2v8FnQz-XZ0S7buvdS9-uTp45mhIGTn7h359d9IEPZE68qXE9sGKNKW5DcVSpAxG4tVDrj&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R
https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/
https://www.facebook.com/birdsvilletouristpark?__cft__[0]=AZUyIJ59_600uDPeWTOmEuaCTJx0dvSXEDqg30c9nbSDGxPuoRY4A-JWORI6MaHpFt2ItNS-Ctb8Pw1G77PZERpoprauGO0uVDBz2pTm_RivfOk-M601juR7saUt_bl0Qp6Pi1x7eBffO9GkC8Tc4-PCTSHloSJDJWaDiyG_Hn4tm2YjOFxTk51nw4QU1vSLGc8VhtCEngETUzchWtajPku5&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/BirdsvilleBakery?__cft__[0]=AZUyIJ59_600uDPeWTOmEuaCTJx0dvSXEDqg30c9nbSDGxPuoRY4A-JWORI6MaHpFt2ItNS-Ctb8Pw1G77PZERpoprauGO0uVDBz2pTm_RivfOk-M601juR7saUt_bl0Qp6Pi1x7eBffO9GkC8Tc4-PCTSHloSJDJWaDiyG_Hn4tm2YjOFxTk51nw4QU1vSLGc8VhtCEngETUzchWtajPku5&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/OutbackQueensland/videos/425938863656465/


Stay tuned for more
updates as our
tourism season gets
into full swing.

Matt Allard 
Director of Community 
and Economic Development

WarmWarm
      regardsregards

Outbike Australia’s Gulf to Gulf
Challenge enjoyed a stop at the  
Birdsville Hotel

P 8

M A Y  2 0 2 4
D I A M A N T I N A  S H I R E  C O U N C I L    ARNSARNSDesertDesert    

www.diamantina.qld.gov.au

  YY

We welcomed cyclists from Outbike Australia, who

are completing the Gulf to Gulf Challenge. The

convoy of 23 riders and 4 vehicles spent time in

the Diamantina Shire, with stopovers in Birdsville

and Bedourie. 

The Birdsville Campdraft, Rodeo and Bronco Branding,

which was rescheduled due to weather conditions, has

combined with the  Birdsville Horse and Motorbike

Gymkhana for a massive weekend in Birdsville from Friday

21 to Sunday 23 June. In the Big Red Bash lead-up, we

have the Bedourie Bronco Branding & Bike Gymkhana on

29 and 30 June. 

Post Bash, Bedourie offers an ideal recovery weekend

destination with the Bedourie Bull & Bronc Pit on  Friday 5

July and Bedourie Camel and Pig Races on Saturday 6 July.

Add an Artesian Spa day on Sunday to top it all off! 

Event season will swing into full gear with the
Outback Queensland Masters bonus Big Red Hole-
in-one Challenge on Friday 14 June. The first leg of
the series commences at the Birdsville Dunes Golf
Club on 15 and 16 June, where Junior Golf Clinics
will be on offer for local children. Outback Queensland Masters 14 - 16 June

https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/
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The Aurora Australis ft. Birdsville Bakery 
was captured by Sam Watkins, Travelling
Jewel Photography (right).

              An amazing rare natural
event occurred in the skies over
Diamantina on May 11. 

AuroraAurora          
    AustralisAustralis    
The Geomagnetic storm event, Aurora Australis,  
was captured by photography enthusiasts
across our shire.  Wendy Pilley’s photo of the
Aurora Australis (right) was viewed over 260K
times on the Birdsville Tourist Park Facebook
page and shared on the Diamantina and
Queensland Tourism Facebook pages.

Experience Outback Queensland,
Austral ia featured two images
from Birdsvi l le ,  Bi rdsvi l le Tour ist
Park ’s  stunning picture (above),
and the awesome photo of
Birdsvi l le Aviat ion taken by Sam
Watkins ( left) ,  in their  col lect ion of
Aurora photos on Facebook and
Instagram on May 14.  

https://www.facebook.com/BirdsvilleBakery/posts/pfbid02JZ6DR2VzcPbwDgiXcKNH1DQkHFbWNNE5dRbvNF1kw6JRBhzkFUjSzAnVyefcwobEl
https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/
https://www.facebook.com/BirdsvilleBakery/posts/pfbid02JZ6DR2VzcPbwDgiXcKNH1DQkHFbWNNE5dRbvNF1kw6JRBhzkFUjSzAnVyefcwobEl
https://www.facebook.com/OutbackQueensland/posts/pfbid029CyKAyzkBg4AjUCySvynQf6jETi1qPHEoX5pbHEYSr1L9yH2hRWjZHnUWtyhG4vEl
https://www.facebook.com/OutbackQueensland/posts/pfbid029CyKAyzkBg4AjUCySvynQf6jETi1qPHEoX5pbHEYSr1L9yH2hRWjZHnUWtyhG4vEl
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  Aurora atAurora at    BirdsvilleBirdsville      

Photos taken by Wendy Pilley at Old Diamantina Crossing
- view the full gallery here

https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/
https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/news/article/140/aurora-australis


enjoy  swimming and cooling off at the
Birdsville pool. 

We apologise for the pool closure over
the summer period. The pool pump has
been replaced, and several additional
maintenance issues have been
addressed. The pool is now open for
use. Pool passes are available from  
the Wirrarri Visitor Information Centre. 
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Pool opening hours*
Monday-Friday 
5am - 7:30am and 
3 :30pm -  6pm
Weekends 6am - 6pm *Pool opening hours subject to change.

Please follow the Diamantina Shire Council
Facebook page and check the Council
website for the latest information about
Council facilities.

Birdsville PoolBirdsville Pool
Now open

Council has completed an extended
period of works on the Birdsville public
pool.   Visitors  and  residents can  now 

https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/
https://www.facebook.com/DiamantinaShireCouncil
https://www.facebook.com/DiamantinaShireCouncil
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‘Countdown is on until we get our festival mode back on, dust off
the boots and hit the road for our outback odyssey- yeee haaa!

  ARNSARNSDesertDesert    
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TravellerTraveller    TalesTales

This will be our 4th year at the Big Red Bash in Birdsville and
we can’t wait to camp under the stars, kick up some red dust,
dance and listen to live tunes in the desert!
Big Red Bash 2024 we’re coming for ya!’
Travel Tales - Family Travel Adventures on Facebook 
 

https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/
https://www.facebook.com/familytraveltales
https://www.facebook.com/familytraveltales
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2 - 4 July | Birdsville

Big Red Bash
The World’s Most Remote 

Music Festival

  2024 Event Calendar 

  ARNSARNSDesertDesert      YYM A Y  2 0 2 4
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21 - 23 June | Birdsville 

Motorbike Gymkhana,
Campdraft, Rodeo 
+ Bronco Branding

14 - 16 June | Birdsville

Outback Queensland
Masters 

29 - 30 June | Bedourie 

Bronco Branding + Bike
Gymkhana

https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/


27 - 29 Sept | Bedourie 

Campdraft Rodeo 
+ Gymkhana

More info at thediamantina.com.au

www.diamantina.qld.gov.auP 14
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 Saturday 6 July | Bedourie 

Camel + Pig Races
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 Friday 5 July | Bedourie

 Bull + Bronc Pit

 Saturday 14 Sept

 Bedourie Races

 Saturday 31 Aug

Betoota Races

6 - 7 Sept

Birdsville Races

 

https://www.thediamantina.com.au/events-1
https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/
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Outback Queensland Masters
Round 1 at Birdsville Dunes Golf Club
Saturday 15 & 16 June 2024

Australia's richest amateur golfing series,
Outback Queensland Masters spans over
1,650 kilometres across six locations in
Outback Queensland from Birdsville to
Quilpie, with rounds in Boulia, Winton,
Barcaldine and Charleville. There are 5
$10K HOLE-IN-ONE prizes on offer, leading
up to the Million-Dollar Hole-in-One
challenge in Quilpie.

Register at  outbackqldmasters.com

Outback QueenslandOutback Queensland  
    MastersMasters

Big Red Hole-in-one
Challenge
Friday 14 June 2024

Come join us for an extra
chance to strike it rich in
Outback Queensland. Tell
your mates! 

OPEN to non-pass
holders, and all OQM
players and spectators.
$20 for 3 balls. Prizes for
Hole-In-One and Nearest
the Pin.

SIGN UP at
outbackqldmasters.com

https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/
https://www.outbackqldmasters.com/
https://www.outbackqldmasters.com/hole-in-one-experiences/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR2CP5sFz0_Ywg4f40cR2_1ZUZrm_txg5HooBcCmtD2jKdhDgDjdujj3qMA_aem_AbWNY64X0qdqRLb2Z2I5VXNuuvM7JrQ1jN5efGEcoMGJwxlEQnGU6m1mpZNolfrHctKt928HDmz2SlZPHMxAfa__
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FREE JUNIORFREE JUNIOR  
  ARNSARNSDesertDesert    
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Golf ClinicsGolf Clinics

📍 BIRDSVILLE DUNES GOLF CLUB 

Outback Queensland Masters
clinics are for first-timers and
up-and-coming future golf
champions and are aimed at
improving the skills of young
people five years and over.

MORE INFO + SIGN UP
www.outbackqldmasters.com/juniors

For Outback Queensland locals only.
Places are limited.

SAT 15 & SUN 16 JUNE 2024  

https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/
http://www.outbackqldmasters.com/juniors
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Motorbike Gymkhana,  
Campdraft, Rodeo and  

Bronco Branding

  ARNSARNSDesertDesert    
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    N E W  D A T E S   
 21 - 23 JUNE 2024  

BirdsvilleBirdsville

Experience all the action of the Bronco Branding,  Campdraft

Competition and Horse Gymkhana with live music and thrilling rodeos

on both Friday and Saturday nights! Sunday kicks off with the

Motorbike Endurance Race, and continuation of the Horse Gymkhana

followed by the Motorbike Gymkhana at midday.

Enjoy delicious food and drinks and take advantage of free

camping to make the most of your weekend. 

Updated three day program! 

https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/
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Friday 21 June
 8am Bronco Branding  

 2.30pm Campdraft

 6pm Rodeo 

Saturday 22 June
 8am Campdraft

 2pm Horse Gymkhana

 5pm Rodeo

M A Y  2 0 2 4
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FULL PROGRAM ON
BIRDSVILLE SOCIAL CLUB 
FACEBOOK PAGE

Sunday 23 June
 7am Motorbike Endurance Race 

 8am Horse Gymkhana cont.

 12pm Motorbike Gymkhana 
P

R
O

G
R

A
M

Harmony at the Birdsville

Gymkhana.

Young competitors like Harmony

show us how to compete, at the

Birdsville Gymkhana in June each

year!

OBE Organic
on Facebook  

https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=870207305149923&set=a.479319174238740
https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=870207305149923&set=a.479319174238740
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=870207305149923&set=a.479319174238740
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=870207305149923&set=a.479319174238740
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=870207305149923&set=a.479319174238740
https://www.facebook.com/obeorganic
https://www.facebook.com/obeorganic
https://www.facebook.com/obeorganic
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Win a VIP BACKSTAGE PASS with the RFDS Raffle!  
All proceeds support the Royal Flying Doctor Service - Queensland
Section. Ticket options:
1 for $20, 3 for $50, 6 for $100
All entrants must have a valid Big Red Bash 2024 ticket. 
Winner announced on June 28. Don’t miss out! 
Tickets & more info https://auraffles.com.au/rfdsqld

Big Red BashBig Red Bash      
2 - 4 July

Every July, Birdsville’s iconic Big Red Bash kicks off under the open skies of
Australia’s Simpson Desert. Thousands of people from around Australia, and the
world, head into the desert for the most remote music festival on the planet.

Since the Big Red Bash kicked off in 2013 with a solo performance by John Williamson on top of
Big Red, we’ve had some fantastic Australian artists perform over the years. This year’s lineup
doesn’t dissapoint with TINA ARENA, JON STEVENS, IAN MOSS, COLIN HAY, TIM FINN, DIESEL,
BABY ANIMALS, VANESSA AMOROSI, MARK SEYMOUR, RICHARD CLAPTON, CASEY BARNES,
SHANE HOWARD, PIERCE BROTHERS, BJORN AGAIN, MI-SEX, CHOCOLATE STARFISH – Bat Out Of
Hell, The Rolling Stones Revue starring PHIL JAMIESON, TEX PERKINS & TIM ROGERS, FURNACE
AND THE FUNDAMENTALS, ASH GRUNWALD, FANNY LUMSDEN, SARAH MCLEOD, HAYLEY MARY,
STEVE BALBI, AMY RYAN, BIG RED BASH BAND & ‘THE BEST’ ALLSTAR TINA TURNER TRIBUTE. 
More info bigredbash.com.au

https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/
https://auraffles.com.au/rfdsqld
http://bigredbash.com.au/
https://bigredbash.com.au/
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Add text here

⛔ The Big Red Dune will close to vehicle
traffic from 6am Sat 29 June - 7am Sat 6 July
for the Big Red Bash. During the closure, all
vehicle access to and from the desert 
(to the west) will be via Little Red.
 

Looking for a fun family activity? Experience camel rides at the world's
most remote music festival. No reservations needed —simply come by
from Monday to Thursday between 10am and 6pm for camel rides. 

Big Blue Day - Tuesday 2 July
Support  Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation (JDRF) and be part of an
exciting attempt to BREAK A NEW WORLD RECORD for the largest human
image of a country - Australia at 10am on Tuesday, 2nd July at the Concert
Area. Whether you're joining the record attempt or just supporting, make sure
to dress in blue from head to toe on Tuesday!
 Learn more at https://bit.ly/bigblueday 

Cultural Conversations with Two Sister Talking
Come sit with the elders of this country and hear the language, stories
and way of life of proud Wankangurra/Yarluyandi Aboriginal women. In
each session, you will be guided through their books to learn to speak
language and understand the care of Country you are on. Jean and
Joyce are sisters born in the sand hills of channel country, they are the
designers and creators of @red_ridge the label, writers of story books,
and elders, compelled to share knowledge.  For more info, check out the
Bash App.  

https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/
https://jdrf.org.au/get-involved/donate-now/
https://bit.ly/bigblueday
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Join us for Camel and Pig Racing, live music, a Camp Oven Damper Baking Comp,
and novelty events. Enjoy a coldie from the bar, tasty food, and free camping in
designated areas. Tickets available at www.oztix.com.au

Bedourie Bull & Bronc Pit
Friday, 6 July 

Experience the thrill of an outback rodeo, where
locals display their incredible skills and compete for
jackpot prizes. Enjoy live music and a lively bar.

More info

BIG BASH RECOVERY WEEKENDBIG BASH RECOVERY WEEKEND
BedourieBedourie

Bedourie Race Track

Bedourie Artesian Spa & Sightseeing
Ease your muscles in the 22-person, 38 to 40-degree
therapeutic spa. Open daily from 7 am to 7 pm. Passes are
available from the Bedourie Outback Visitor Centre.
Enjoy the town sights including the restored historic Mud Hut
and the Dust Storm Sculpture on Herbert Street.

Bedourie Camel and Pig Races
Saturday, 6 July 

https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/
https://tickets.oztix.com.au/outlet/event/76de1d0c-8833-4372-9c36-c5a3a909a69e
https://www.thediamantina.com.au/events-1?action=getProduct&productId=63fea1cf3c89d4767052e01c
https://www.thediamantina.com.au/attractions-tours?action=getProduct&productId=5779a1031d93b86d03bedd84
https://www.thediamantina.com.au/attractions-tours?action=getProduct&productId=5779a1031d93b86d03bedd84
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Bedourie Campdraft Rodeo & Gymkhana
27 - 29 September 2024
Nestled on a sand dune and encircled by Eyre Creek, Bedourie offers a prime vantage point to
witness the country's finest horse and bull riders in exhilarating displays of precision, agility, and
teamwork. Join the hundreds of spectators who gather to appreciate the locals' incredible
talents as they showcase their skills for your enjoyment! More info

The Variety Bourke to 
Burketown Bash 2024 
is happening August 11 – 22!

2024 is the 40th Anniversary of the
original Bourke to Burketown Bash so
Bashers are retracing the route as
part of the celebration. 

There will be around 80 themed cars and 20
officials/support vehicles travelling through
the Diamantina from 14 - 15 August, with a
stopover in Birdsville on Wednesday night.

The Bash is an opportunity for participants
to explore remote and regional areas while
raising funds for kids in need and making a
genuine difference in the lives of Australian
families.

In this momentous 40th year the  rally will
begin at Bash’s Billabong in the heart of
Dubbo’s Taronga Western Plains Zoo. Then
stepping into the original 1985 Basher’s
tracks, they will follow along their route
from Bourke to Burketown, stopping at
beautiful towns along the way. 

From Bourke to Charleville, Windorah to
Birdsville, Mount Isa to Burketown, no stones
will go unturned in recreating the original
journey.

Find out more here 

https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/
https://www.thediamantina.com.au/events-1?action=getProduct&productId=56e0f2b5ab092afe1b9a1610
https://www.variety.org.au/bash/events/variety-b-to-b-bash/?variety_state=nsw
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2024 Simpson  Desert Racing Carnival  
31 August -  14 September 2024

Experience the ultimate outback racing adventure with the Simpson Desert Racing
Carnival over three consecutive weekends! Enjoy the thrill of the races with live
entertainment, race fashion, licensed bars and great country hospitality in Betoota,
Birdsville and Bedourie.

BETOOTA RACES       31 AUG
BIRDSVILLE RACES   6-7 SEPT 
BEDOURIE RACES       14 SEPT 

Betoota Races
THE LAST WEEKEND IN AUGUST

Test your luck at backing a winner in one
of the six thrilling races, enter the
Fashions on the Field and explore the
stalls - you might even win a lucky gate
prize!

https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/


M A Y  2 0 2 4
D I A M A N T I N A  S H I R E  C O U N C I L    ARNSARNSDesertDesert    

www.diamantina.qld.gov.au

  YY

P 24

Birdsville Races
The First Weekend in September 
Two days of top-quality outback racing - a 13-race
program, plus Fashions on the Field, Fred Brophy's
Boxing Troupe, live performances at the Birdsville Hotel,
a Fun Run, the RFDS Gala Party (5 Sept), numerous
food vendors, a giant auction, and much more.
 
You can see the full Race Program here, or check out
Fashions on the Field here. 
The 2024 Entertainment Program is coming soon! 

View Birdsville Races Gallery here 

Bedourie Races
THE SECOND WEEKEND IN SEPTEMBER

Dazzle in pink in support of Breast
Cancer care! Kick on after the races
with live music and a fun-flowing bar.

https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/
https://birdsvilleraces.com/the-races/#program
https://birdsvilleraces.com/fashions-on-the-field/
https://birdsvilleraces.com/gallery/
https://birdsvilleraces.com/gallery/
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We were treated to ‘The Twits’
performance by Brisbane-based
company, ‘Shake and Stir’. 

Many thanks to Diamantina Shire
Council for bringing them to Bedourie
for Bedourie State School and Birdsville
State School students to enjoy. Thank
you to Bedourie SS P&C for providing a
scrumptious lunch for all to enjoy.
 

Bedourie State School 
on Facebook

A HUGE shout out to the Push
to the Bush Veterans for their
generous donation to Birdsville
State School while they were in
town for ANZAC day.

We used this donation to kick start our
‘School Shoe’ program. Each morning
when students arrive to school they
change into their ‘school shoes’ and
before they leave each day take them
off to go home in their ‘home shoes’.
We loved picking up the post to find
they had arrived so quickly!

Birdsville State School 
on Facebook

  Kid’s Corner 

https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/
https://www.facebook.com/BedourieStateSchool?__cft__[0]=AZUNoHBaM4MpKV1tzuKRR2ZY685ahIeCXNQ4cCphpaMesAVvJAgzRjUzICzACV_tRB-TIykjyZspDPPxfAr24OJX6M6tMCG_89qp7T3sBOJtgN53G6bsJGeyOezBL6wWxbzrCYOzsShf1ToQ_y11ajYq4BZqmNHrpKKoPRFsxj-meqnnWlMvTO7VHGs7cw6wKPrLbvm7ReSK0XF6Waz20BSz&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/BirdsvilleStateSchool?__cft__[0]=AZW5HKTkz3FZToUGKk6wPqgus5U-3D3wG5UFgrQKLcZPOsZZiQS6CBhhDKeMrKXUrl9OK2qK5KkswaowrDIu8JDpwoq0JiF2GEqtJfrwF9kk-Q8v08dwj5hfMerJ6hjILHOGtP_yvQfndVgF_oGV0d2iL6xXkXJk_CLgcRsLEnv9nqR6h3JVNoXCgC0oq-svL5e0teh_3DKWm0aYSO-g4f_b&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R
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Seed BombsSeed Bombs
  Plant wildflowers 
with seed bombs!

Seed bombs are great fun for  chi ldren
and adults!  Start  by gett ing outs ide and
col lect ing some wi ldf lower seeds from
areas that are not protected. Dry the
seeds for  a day or two. 

Seed Bomb Recipe
You will need:

4 parts clay
1 part fine compost
seeds
water to moisten

Mix the clay, fine compost and
seeds together with enough water
for the mixture to stick together, but
not so wet it becomes a gluggy
mess - and you also don't want the
seeds to germinate straight away.
You want that to happen later. Get
it to a play doh-like consistency.

Shape the mixture into balls the size of golf balls, being quite gentle when forming them - not
compressing them too hard and that's important so when they do remoisten, they'll break apart and
the seeds can germinate.

Once formed, pop them on a tray to dry in a cool, airy space.  Dried seed bombs can be
stored in a paper bag until the next big rain when they can be scattered.  

Get creative about flinging or slinging (disseminating) those seeds out into the environment.  
Sling-making instructions are available on kids.NationalGeographic.com

Make mud pies that provide a growing
(germinating) place for seeds.

Click here to watch Josh Byrne from Gardening Australia make seed bombs.

https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/science/article/seed-bombs-and-slingshots
https://www.abc.net.au/gardening/how-to/seed-bombs/9436252
https://www.abc.net.au/gardening/how-to/seed-bombs/9436252
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Do you have a question about your child’s
emotions, behaviours and wellbeing?

The Raising Healthy Minds app is a FREE,
personalised pocket resource to help you
raise confident, resilient children. Co-
designed with parents and experts and
funded by the Australian Government, the
app offers a mix of quick-read articles, videos
and animations designed to support your
child’s social and emotional well-being from
birth to age 12.

Download the app from Google Play or the
App Store.

#WildAtArt is Australia’s biggest
wildlife art competition, kicking off on
17 June!  

Sign up to give your young nature lover the
chance to flex their skills while making a
difference for nature with Wild At Art!   

https://acf.to/3yr9AWs
 

Do you know a budding
young artist? 

Artwork: Claire, 10, 2023 Wild At Art competition  

https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/
https://raisingchildren.net.au/guides/raising-healthy-minds-child-mental-health
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Check our road report for updates
about flooding and road closures 

in the Diamantina Shire 
at www.diamantina.qld.gov.au 

📞To report road damage or flooding within the
Shire call Diamantina Shire Council 

on (07) 4746 1600 during office hours. 

Police UpdatePolice Update    

Story and Photos: Lisy Plant & Bedouris State School

https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/
https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/downloads/download/35/road-closures
https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/downloads/download/35/road-closures
https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/downloads/download/35/road-closures
https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/downloads/download/35/road-closures
https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/downloads/download/35/road-closures
https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/downloads/download/35/road-closures
https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/downloads/download/35/road-closures


Bedourie OutbackBedourie Outback  
            Visitor CentreVisitor Centre

            Our Info Centre 
       had a MAKEOVER!

The Bedourie Visitor Centre, a cornerstone of
our community and a hub for visitors seeking
to explore the charm of our region, has
recently undergone a significant makeover.
This renovation is more than just a facelift; it’s
a comprehensive upgrade designed to
enhance the visitor experience, with a special
focus on our customer service counter and an
overall homestead feel.

Wooden finishes, earthy tones, and locally inspired decor contribute to a sense of
authenticity and nostalgia, evoking the spirit of traditional homesteads. Comfortable
seating areas encourage visitors to linger, browse through informative displays, and
leisurely plan their adventures. This homestead style enhances the visual appeal of the
centre and fosters a deeper connection between visitors and the unique history of
Bedourie.

This makeover results from extensive community feedback and a commitment to
continuous improvement. We have listened to the suggestions of both locals and
tourists, and their insights have been invaluable in shaping the new look and
functionality of the visitor centre.

Our goal is to ensure that every visitor, whether first-time travellers or returning
friends, enjoys an exceptional experience that encourages them to discover the
outback charm and adventure that Bedourie has to offer.
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Bedourie Outback Visitor
Information Centre

Weekdays 8.30am - 4.30pm
Weekends 9.30am - 3.30pm

 1300 794 257

Contribution by Lisy Plant from Bedourie Outback Visitor Centre. 

Click here to read more news from Bedourie Visitor Centre 

https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/
tel:1300794257
https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/downloads/file/1398/bedourie-visitor-information-centre-news
https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/downloads/file/1398/bedourie-visitor-information-centre-news
https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/downloads/file/1398/bedourie-visitor-information-centre-news
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Let’s work together to protect the wildlife
and preserve the natural environment in
and around Birdsville. 

PROTECTING OUR DIVERSE BIRD SPECIES
Join us and make a positive impact on the ecosystems in the region. Please help us
protect our wildlife by not cutting trees along the river. Maintaining the tree
canopy not only supports the diverse bird species that call Birdsville home but also
promotes biodiversity, enhances the beauty of the landscape, and contributes to
the overall well-being of the environment. 

BURN FIREWOOD RESPONSIBLY
To protect our precious trees and the
diverse wildlife that depend on them, it is
crucial to burn firewood responsibly. By
choosing to purchase firewood from local
sources, you are actively contributing to
the conservation of our natural environment
and ecosystem. 

By buying your firewood from local
businesses, you are protecting the trees
and the animals.  

Let’s work together to ensure the
sustainability of our river system
and the well-being of our local
wildlife. 

For more information contact karrawa.wirinya.coffee@outlook.com 

https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100083180806234&sk=about
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100083180806234&sk=about


Sedges have edges! 
‘Sedges have edges, rushes are round and
grasses have knees that bend all the way
to the ground'.
Sedges, rushes and grasses are among the most
diverse plant groups in the Great Artesian Basin
springs and can be difficult to tell apart.  Sedges
usually have triangular stems (edges) with leaves
arranged in groups of three.   Rushes usually have
cylindrical, hollow stems, and grasses generally have
leaves growing from the base and/or nodes.  In the
right combination they do wonders for the
environment.  
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Got thoughts on how water is being
managed in your area? Share them at
a public information session near you.

The Queensland Government is reviewing
and replacing the Georgina and
Diamantina water plan. With your
feedback, we can make sure the new
water plan best meets the needs of all
water users in the area, while maintaining
water flows needed to support cultural
values and the natural environment.

Can’t make a session? You can still share your feedback. Head to the website to choose an
option that suits you. https://bit.ly/3woVKTW 

 Here’s how:
Wildlife habitat - provides a home for
various creatures
Natural buffer -  prevent soil erosion and
help filter excess nutrients
Stabilise soil -  the root systems enhance
permeability and soil structure, reducing
the risk of collapse. This helps maintain the
integrity of the aquifer recharge area by
preventing sedimentation.  The recharge is
like a 'fresh drink' for our underground
water reserves.

Illustrations above show sedges, rushes and
grasses by Desert Channels Group on
Facebook.

https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/
https://bit.ly/3woVKTW
https://www.facebook.com/desertchannels
https://www.facebook.com/desertchannels


Free Coupon
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet,

consect ipiscing elit. Nullam
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https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/


Introducing our new 
Tourism Development Manager, 
Chris Guthrie 

Chris brings a wealth of knowledge and 
experience to his new role as Tourism 
Development Manager at Diamantina Shire Council. 

Originally from Victoria, Chris has worked in local government for around 19 years. His
most recent roles were in Liverpool Council is Sydney where the government is building
the new international Nancy Bird Walton International Airport at Badgerys Creek and at
Carpentaria Shire Council up on the Gulf.
 
Chris has worked in tourism roles at both these organisations which has provided him with
a broad experience in growing and supporting the tourist sector and all the challenges
that come with such a position.
 
He has 3 adult children (whom he is encouraging to come up for a visit!) and is looking
forward to meeting everyone in both Birdsville and Bedourie, as well as all over the rest of
Diamantina, during the next few weeks and months.

Welcome Chris.

Free Coupon
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet,

consect ipiscing elit. Nullam
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https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/


Free Coupon
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet,

consect ipiscing elit. Nullam

Finance & Administration Manager (Bedourie)

Workshop Coordinator (Bedourie)

Plant Operator  - Multi-Combination Truck (Bedourie)

Plant Operator/Labourer Multi-skilled (Bedourie)

Diesel Mechanic (Bedourie)

Fleet Administration Officer (Bedourie)

Plumber (Bedourie)
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Our awesome visitior experience team, Lisy (left) and Paula
(right) at the Bedourie Outback Visitor Centre are excited to
welcome our new team member.  Welcome Shae (centre). 

We seek passionate
individuals to join
the Diamantina
Shire Council team
in Bedourie and
Birdsville. 

If you have a sense of
adventure, a love for
the Outback, and a
desire to contribute to
our communities, we
want to hear from you!

Job Vacancies

For position descriptions and applications visit our

website

Follow Diamantia Shire
Council on LinkedIn

https://www.linkedin.com/company/diamantina-shire-council-qld/
https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/
https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/job-vacancies/job-vacancies-1
https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/job-vacancies/job-vacancies-1
https://www.linkedin.com/company/diamantina-shire-council-qld/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/diamantina-shire-council-qld/
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and wellness

BIRDSVILLE CLINIC

Call 07 4564 2400
Monday to Fr iday
9am to 12pm, 2pm to 4pm

BEDOURIE CLINIC

Call 07 4746 1500 
Monday to Fr iday
9am to 12pm, 2pm to 5pm

CLOSED on Weekends and 
Public Hol idays

HealthHealth
Our nurse-led clinics in Birdsville and
Bedourie manage chronic conditions
and emergency care for the local
community and surrounding areas.

In an EMERGENCY dial 000

https://www.flyingdoctor.org.https/www.flyingdoctor.org.au/about-the-rfds/flying-doctor-podcast/au/about-the-rfds/flying-doctor-podcast/
https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/
https://www.centralwest.health.qld.gov.au/hospitals-and-health-centres/birdsville-primary-health-centre
tel:0745642400
https://www.centralwest.health.qld.gov.au/hospitals-and-health-centres/bedourie-primary-health-centre
tel:0747461500


The Australian Government is currently assessing the Mithaka Cultural Landscape for inclusion in
the National Heritage List.

On behalf of the Australian Government and Mithaka Aboriginal Corporation, we invite you to
attend one of three consultation meetings about the National Heritage assessment, scheduled to
be held in Windorah, Birdsville, and Bedourie.

The National Heritage List recognises places that are of outstanding heritage value to the nation
and provides protection for those values under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity
Conservation Act (1999) (the EPBC Act).
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June 2024 Community
Meetings: 
National Heritage List
Assessment of Mithaka
Cultural Landscape

An important part of the assessment process for Mithaka is consultation
with the broader community. These meetings are an opportunity for you
to:

Hear from representatives from the Australian Government and
Mithaka Aboriginal Corporation about why Mithaka Cultural
Landscape is being considered for the National Heritage List 
Ask questions about the process and what it means for the
community

 

Meetings will be hosted in the townships of Windorah, Birdsville and Bedourie with
morning/afternoon tea provided.

Further information on the National Heritage List is available at Australia's National Heritage List - DCCEEW.
Alternatively, you can contact Clare Fealy, Senior Heritage and Policy Officer, by email at heritage@dcceew.gov.au

https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/
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 BUSINESS DIRECTORY 

Add your Diamantina
business listing to the
Desert Yarns Business
Directory.  

Design your quarter page advert 
Dimensions 9.5cm wide x 11.7cm high 

Save as a JPEG 
Or send logo, photo and information
To:
marketing@diamantina.qld.gov.au

Please note: One quarter page advert
per business. Business must be based in
the Diamantina Shire Council area.
Advert  inclusion subject to editor
approval. 

 

Karrawa Wirinya CoffeeKarrawa Wirinya Coffee

Contact Khalli
 on 0499 853 464

P 37
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Monday to Friday 8.30am - 5pm

(excluding Public Holidays)

17 Herbert Street

BEDOURIE QLD 4829

P: 07 4746 1600

E: admin@diamantina.qld.gov.au

Scott Mason
ACTING CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

P: 0428 461 202

E: Scott.Mason@Diamantina.qld.gov.au

Matt Allard
DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY 

& ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

P: 0457 486 231

E: Matt.Allard@Diamantina.qld.gov.au

Elected Representatives
Cr Francis Murray, Mayor
P: 0438 999 267

E: Francis.Murray@Diamantina.qld.gov.au

Cr Damien Watson, Deputy Mayor 
P: 0429 627 215

E: Damien.Watson@Diamantina.qld.gov.au

Cr Damian Clarke
P: 0472 866 267

E: Damian.Clarke@Diamantina.qld.gov.au

Cr Robbie Dare
P: 0427 467 291

E: Rob.Dare@Diamantina.qld.gov.au

Cr Kerry Morton
P: 0488 544 506

E: Kerry.Morton@Diamantina.qld.gov.au
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The Dreamtime Serpent, Betoota

We welcome your 
feedback and contributions 

for Desert Yarns.

Please email
marketing@diamantina.qld.gov.au

Connect with us on socials
Tag your photos #spiritofdiamantina

Like Diamantina Shire
Council on Facebook

Follow @diamantinaqld 

on Instagram
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