
diamantina.qld.gov.au

J U L Y  /  A U G U S T  2 0 2 5

  YYDesertDesert      ARNSARNS
Diamant ina  Communi ty  News le t te r

READY,  SET .  .  .   GO!  
Simpson Desert Racing Carnival   

https://www.instagram.com/diamantinaqld
https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/


Diamantina Shire Council acknowledges the Wangkamahdla, 
Pitta Pitta, Mithaka, Wangkangurru/Yarluyandi, Karuwali and Maiawali Peoples as the Traditional
Owners of the lands across our region. We recognise their deep and enduring connection to
Country, Culture, and Community. We are committed to learning from and alongside First Nations
Peoples and pay our respects to Elders past, present, and emerging.
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Camel acrobats Emily and Abby Parrot.
Photo: Thiwi Rowlands: Desert Soul Photography

End of an era - Australian
icon Fred Brophy has
announced 2025 is the
final year that the Fred
Brophy Boxing Troupe will
visit Birdsville. Fred has
been visiting with his
boxing tents for 43 years,
providing thrilling Outback
entertainment for punters
during Birdsville Races.     

https://www.facebook.com/DiamantinaShireCouncil
https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/
https://www.instagram.com/desertsoulphotography2024/


It's almost racing season for the Diamantina with the Simpson
Desert Racing Carnival kicking off this weekend in Betoota.
Betoota Race Club will be hosting the Queensland Opera for
the first time in our Shire, which will be a new experience for
many of us, and there will be a Friday night rodeo with all the
thrills and spills that come with that. 

For the first time, the four-day racing Carnival will have over
half a million dollars in prize money for owners and trainers to
compete for, which is very impressive. Well done to all the
clubs, and I would like to wish all three a successful race
weekend. I get a feeling it's going to be one of the best yet.

We will be hosting Her Excellency the Honourable Dr Jeannette
Young AC PSM, Governor of Queensland, and Professor
Graeme Nimmo RFD over the Birdsville Race weekend, which
is a great privilege. Apparently, this will also be the last time
Fred Brophy’s boxing tent comes to Birdsville. If this is true, it
will mark the end of an era, so be sure to seize this
opportunity to experience this legendary event.

Mayor 
Francis Murray 
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Betoota Races will kick off the Simpson
Desert Racing Carnival this weekend

https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/
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From all accounts our July events in Betoota,
Birdsville and Bedourie were a great success, with
two of those events being staged for the first time.
The Betoota Outback Muster put this famously tiny
town on the map for unique music festival
experiences, while the new Birdsville Camel
Carnival was three days of live music, cameleer
heritage, and family entertainment. From there, the
Desert Champions Way: Outback Camel Trail
turned north for the always entertaining Bedourie
Camel Races. And on top of all of that, Big Red
Bash staged an intimate sand dune concert
featuring crowd favourite, John Williamson.

Last week, CEO Julianne and I attended the
Western Queensland Alliance of Councils (WACQ)
in St George with state and federal politicians from
both sides of the political fence. RAPAD mayors
had a couple of deputations with state ministers,
and we learned that an announcement is soon to
be made regarding our road network. It was also
announced that Diamantina Shire Council has
received $2.7 million to complete the new
Bedourie residential subdivision just north of town,
including streets, paths, sewerage, power and
water.

Bedourie will be hosting the seven RAPAD
Councils this week for the quarterly ‘face-to-face’
meeting, so if you see the Mayors, CEOs and other
delegates around town, be sure to say g’day.

I’m looking forward to seeing everyone at our race
meetings. I’ve polished the RM Williams boots and
have my pink outfit ready to go for Bedourie, so to
everyone, happy racing season, and if you are a
punter, I wish you luck!

Francis Murray 
Mayor

Photo: Channel Seven’s live cross from Bedourie Camel
Races with S.T.Ruth from the CrackUp Sisters 

All seven RAPAD mayors, supported by Deputy
Mayors, CEOs, councillors and senior staff, were
in St George at the 6th WQAC Assembly last week
- stepping up to ensure a strong, united voice
from the Central West at this important forum.      
Pictured L-R: RAPAD CEO Morgan Gronold, Mayor
Francis Murray (Diamantina Shire), Mayor Rick Britton
(Boulia Shire), Mayor Rob Chandler (Barcaldine
Regional), Hon Brent Mickelberg MP, Mayor Sally
O'Neil (Barcoo Shire), Deputy Mayor Jack Neilson
(Boulia Shire), Mayor Cathy White (Winton Shire),
Mayor Tony Rayner (Longreach Regional), and Deputy
Mayor Tina Elliott (Winton Shire).

https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/


Recently, the Mayor and I travelled to St George for a Western
Queensland Alliance of Councils meeting. The meeting brings
together Mayors and CEOs from Western Councils, as well as many
other delegates from across the state, providing strong networking
and advocacy opportunities.

The trip has provided an opportunity to visit many towns and see Western
Queensland during a great season, with an abundance of birdlife and
wildflowers. On the way home, we called into Betoota and Birdsville with visits
to the Betoota Hotel and the Birdsville Bakery!

We spent this week in Bedourie, where we hosted a Regional Area Planning and
Development (RAPAD) meeting. RAPAD is an alliance of central west Councils,
Winton, Barcaldine, Blackall-Tambo, Barcoo, Boulia, Longreach and Diamantina.
Mayors, Deputy Mayors and CEOs from these Councils travelled to Bedourie for
the meeting.
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CEO updateCEO update  

Julianne Meier
Chief Executive Officer
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Deon’s Lookout, Betoota

https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/
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During the evening, we treated delegates to an
evening at the Cultural Precinct, which consisted of
the Bedourie Police Tracker’s Hut, laundry and
shower block, and Pisé House. Our Creative
Content Officer delivered a short presentation,
sharing stories about the Bedourie Races of 1888,
Mary Dolan-Brodie-Craigie, builder of Pisé House
and former owner of the Royal Hotel, and Sergeant
Walsh’s ride to ensure votes in the first Federal
Election of 1901, which was well received by all.
Sincere thanks go to our staff who assisted with the
planning, venue preparation, and organisation of
this meeting.

Many of those who attended the meeting certainly
noticed the quality of the roadwork when travelling
over from Windorah, and we continue to get
compliments about the presentation and cleanliness
of our towns. These comments represent the work
ethic of our teams and the pride they take in their
work, as well as their commitment to the
community.

Central West Hospital and Health Board held a
meeting in Bedourie during the month, which I
attended. It was good to meet the board members
and discuss some of our challenges. The Board
also visited Birdsville, and that meeting was also
well attended. We plan to increase promotions of
visiting health services in Desert Yarns and on
social media to better reach the community with
our messaging.

During the month, we also engaged with several
local clubs to develop master plans for community
facilities. These master plans enable a long-term,
coordinated approach between Council and clubs,
and will assist with funding applications and future
improvements. Several consultation sessions were
held, and it was pleasing to see such interest from
the community.  

Page 6 of 43

Pisé House (Mud Hut), built in 1896 by pioneering
businesswoman Mary Brodie, stands as one of
Bedourie’s oldest surviving buildings.

The Diamantina is looking beautiful and green.

If you have some spare time, please consider
volunteering for one of our clubs during the Simpson
Desert Racing  Carnival - it’s a lot of fun and a great
way to show your community spirit.

https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/
https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/council/have-your-say
https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/council/have-your-say
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As a small local government, one of our priorities is
to maximise funding opportunities. Council has
been successful in a funding application to
construct roads and footpaths in Bedourie
township, which will activate land for 30 new
residential housing lots.

Markets were held during the month in Bedourie,
and I’ve noticed we have some keen golfers in the
community as well. Next week, I’m looking forward
to spending some time in Birdsville in the lead-up
to the Birdsville Races.

Our staff communications have been lacking, so
recently we started a Staff Newsletter, which we
plan to issue fortnightly. We’ve managed two
editions so far and are hoping to receive some
feedback and good stories from our teams to
include in future editions. A big thank you to our
marketing team.

It is pleasing to see our staff taking an interest in
supporting the local SES, as it is so important for
our community in times of need. For anyone
wanting to become involved but has doubts, please
reach out, and I can put you in touch with the right
contacts to discuss it further.

The racing season is almost upon us, and I'm sure
our clubs will welcome your support if you'd like to
volunteer your time to assist. Committee members
and volunteers undertake a considerable amount of
work to bring these events to fruition, so we are
incredibly grateful for the work you do behind the
scenes to bring these events to our communities.

Volunteering can be both fun and rewarding. I’ll be
in Betoota this weekend, volunteering at the races,
so I look forward to seeing some of you there.

Our communities will be pretty busy over the next
few weeks preparing for race meets in Betoota,
Birdsville and Bedourie, and I’m quite excited as
this will be my first opportunity to attend these
meets.

Until next month, stay safe and be kind to one
another!

                                  
                               Meier  
                       Chief Executive Officer  

Julianne
The Bedourie Golf Course was the perfect backdrop for
some of the team to enjoy a friendly game of golf and
time together.

Saddle up for the
Simpson Desert
Racing Carnival

29–30 August
Betoota Rodeo & Races

ft. Opera Queensland

3–6 September
Birdsville Races

& Town Event

12 September
Bedourie Races

https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/


Mayor’s Message: 
Delivering for Today, 
Planning for Tomorrow
2025–2026 Budget 

Council’s 2025–2026 Budget reflects our continued
commitment to responsible financial management
and meaningful investment in the future of our
communities. With a total income of $22.41 million,
the majority of funding is sourced from grants and
contributions, followed by strong sales and
recoverable revenue, with the remainder made up of
rates, fees, rental, and interest income. These funds
enable us to deliver vital services while maintaining
long-term financial sustainability. 

This year, $26.36 million has been allocated to
operating expenses, with the most considerable
portion directed to maintaining and improving our
road network, which accounts for 43% of total
operational spending. Council has secured funding
through contracts with Transport and Main Roads
(TMR) and restoration grants from the Queensland
Reconstruction Authority (QRA), bringing additional
funds toward major road projects, including RMPC
works, flood recovery, and upgrades like Allan
Yards. These projects go beyond physical
infrastructure; they preserve our lifestyle and create
opportunities across our towns. 

Council is also investing in key areas including
community services, housing, fleet operations and
essential infrastructure. Internal fleet recoveries
have contributed to managing costs and improving
operational efficiency. Through careful planning and
delivery, we continue to meet the everyday needs of
residents while remaining committed to sustainable
progress across our region.  

www.diamantina.qld.gov.auPage 8 of 43
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Our $9.66 million capital works program
will fund upgrades across the Shire, 
from water and plant infrastructure to
community assets such as halls, airport
micro surfacing, housing improvements,
and new sheds for sporting and
emergency services facilities. We have
also allocated funding to support family
day care compliance and enhancements.

To continue delivering essential services, Council
has approved a 3.5% increase in general rates for
residential properties. For most households, this
means around $25 more in general rates, along with
moderate increases in service charges. In total, the
average increase for most households on a rates
notice will be approximately $92. Rural properties
may see changes depending on their rating
category, with a cap in place to limit any increase.
Council will continue to offer a 15% discount for on-
time payments. 

I would like to thank my fellow Councillors 
and the Diamantina Shire Council team 
for their dedication and hard work. 
To our residents, thank you for 
your continued support. 
Together, we remain focused 
on sustainably developing 
the outback - building a 
stronger future, one 
project at a time.

Mayor Francis Murray

https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/about-council/council-publications
https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/


A Show-Stopping Outback First—Opera Queensland to
Perform at the Betoota Races
Opera Queensland will take centre stage at the 2025 Betoota Races on Saturday, August 30, bringing a
one-of-a-kind musical experience to the tiny outback town in an exciting cultural first.

Brought to the region as part of Opera Queensland's 2025 regional tour, their latest production, All
Together Now!, is a feel-good performance that blends the best of opera classics with pop hits, folk
favourites, and iconic Aussie anthems. Designed to unite communities through song, the Opera
Queensland production encourages everyone—regardless of age or background—to sing along and soak
up the joy.

President of the Betoota Race Club, Kerry Morton, said the club was extremely excited to partner with
Diamantina Shire Council and Opera Queensland to bring a world-class arts experience to one of
Queensland's most remote race meets. Diamantina Shire Mayor Francis Murray echoed the excitement,
saying the performance reflects Council's ongoing commitment to community connection and cultural
enrichment in the bush.

"It's not every day you get to experience the magic of opera under the vast outback sky. This
partnership is a great example of how we can bring people together in new ways while celebrating
everything that makes remote Queensland unique," Mayor Murray said.

All Together Now! will be held at the Betoota Racecourse on the Saturday afternoon after the races. Don't
miss your chance to be part of this truly special music, community, and outback hospitality.

Event Details: Betoota Racecourse, Saturday, August 30, 2025. 

Get Tickets at www.eventbrite.com.au

www.diamantina.qld.gov.auPage 9 of 43
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https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/2025-betoota-rodeo-races-tickets-1355983245389
https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/


The Hillbilly Goats Live 
Friday 29 & Saturday 30 August
Betoota Hotel 
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Betoota Races | Saturday 30 August
 

What’s On in the DiamantinaWhat’s On in the Diamantina

Betoota Rodeo | Friday 29 AugustBetoota Rodeo | Friday 29 August  

Opera Queensland | Saturday 30 AugustOpera Queensland | Saturday 30 August  

Birdsville Race Week
Wednesday  3 September - Sunday  7 September

Bedourie RacesBedourie Races
Saturday 1Saturday 13 September3 September  

Bedourie Markets
Friday 12 September

Community Hall 

https://www.facebook.com/betootahoteloutbackqld?__cft__[0]=AZWCGjN1gtjMLsKfCvdmFQVaWM2oqF1Y52KOPiX4zd6weK8ea7XPBKUx9pOUzuGagOhybaE6Gsmpe5PQXhVHFdkJ3leLFQJ3jCnd23J0FRlsNkYys6T0b_3T1VpT5JmqMQVnkTJLHr2xAjQy4U1YQI101iSn2pxe3JjDGmck3GrcNUZSgD_r_vanQl_pacEVHYQ&__tn__=-]K*F
https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/
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Betoota Rodeo & Races

The countdown is on for one of Outback
Queensland’s most iconic weekends – the 2025
Betoota Rodeo & Races! 

Friday 29 August – Betoota Rodeo + Friday night
party under the stars!

Saturday 30 August – Back a winner at the first
race meeting of the Simpson Desert Carnival, plus
Fashions on the Field, raffles, calcutta & all the
outback atmosphere you love.

Gather your crew, and get in quick!!

Get tickets: www.eventbrite.com.au/e/2025-
betoota-rodeo-races-tickets-1355983245389

Follow Betoota Race Club Inc. on Facebook for
event updates. 

Get ready to kick off Saturday night at
the Betoota Races like never before!

From 5.30pm, Opera Queensland is hitting
the red dirt stage for the very first time at
a western race meet! 𝗔𝗹𝗹 𝗧𝗼𝗴𝗲𝘁𝗵𝗲𝗿 𝗡𝗼𝘄!
fuses opera classics, pop hits, folk tunes,
and Aussie anthems in a feel-good show
that brings people together through the
power of song.

Grab a drink, find your spot, and warm up
those vocal cords — this is your Saturday
night pre-party with a twist.

https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/2025-betoota-rodeo-races-tickets-1355983245389
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/2025-betoota-rodeo-races-tickets-1355983245389
https://www.facebook.com/BetootaOutbackQld?__cft__[0]=AZWCGjN1gtjMLsKfCvdmFQVaWM2oqF1Y52KOPiX4zd6weK8ea7XPBKUx9pOUzuGagOhybaE6Gsmpe5PQXhVHFdkJ3leLFQJ3jCnd23J0FRlsNkYys6T0b_3T1VpT5JmqMQVnkTJLHr2xAjQy4U1YQI101iSn2pxe3JjDGmck3GrcNUZSgD_r_vanQl_pacEVHYQ&__tn__=-UC*F
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The Cup Parade is back for the 
2025 Birdsville Races! 
 Thursday 4 September 2025
 Starting from 3:30pm
 

The Parade will begin at the Wirrarri Centre and finish at
the Birdsville Hotel.

It’s your best chance to get to see the TAB Birdsville
Cup up close ahead of the race weekend. 

Find out more about the daily program for race week
here: birdsvilleraces.com/program-of-events

Start your race weekend the fun way
with the RFDS Fun Run!
Join us for a morning jog through the Outback while
raising funds for the amazing work of the Royal Flying
Doctor Service of Australia.

Thursday 4 September from 8:30am
 Walk, jog or run - all ages and abilities welcome
 Theme: Birdsville Beachgoers 
 Prizes and rewards up for grabs.
Find out more and how to register at:  
birdsvilleraces.com/other-activities/fun-run

https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/
https://www.facebook.com/BirdsvilleHotel?__cft__[0]=AZV4tTWwwZinjg89brIJh849JD1A-FczWa9ukrfIbAu3Gik-MBBAqpqw41gxXIOXjY-emhZ5EGDz-HhIDD5d_25H6Rpjd8gzgBz2E4_o-tV4ZRJUSIucbbSdpyiJAWj2nqOvlaQf0L4MBWkpijhBlDdpcrwdbUEYEFAq8Slv3GILwl5v7DOy6q4UMxg3iEHW1mU&__tn__=-]K*F
https://www.facebook.com/tab.com.au?__cft__[0]=AZV4tTWwwZinjg89brIJh849JD1A-FczWa9ukrfIbAu3Gik-MBBAqpqw41gxXIOXjY-emhZ5EGDz-HhIDD5d_25H6Rpjd8gzgBz2E4_o-tV4ZRJUSIucbbSdpyiJAWj2nqOvlaQf0L4MBWkpijhBlDdpcrwdbUEYEFAq8Slv3GILwl5v7DOy6q4UMxg3iEHW1mU&__tn__=-]K*F
https://birdsvilleraces.com/program-of-events/
https://www.facebook.com/royalflyingdoctorservice?__cft__[0]=AZWxrsFxtj1ZPuuqEXJp2oOq3LTTcOYQjjfEo8OhEYsyOEDMnTxSueqhGF0EmnNvTOA4anreA12P2fVehVPzr8PYoYjFZe9PGQcmN7Qtsg7ojBZ_6bQrLlR16aiGJNsK03iy8R8T3T33EL03CQmzIhL8Dxk-iZgwR-vWRaRRPUiujg&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/royalflyingdoctorservice?__cft__[0]=AZWxrsFxtj1ZPuuqEXJp2oOq3LTTcOYQjjfEo8OhEYsyOEDMnTxSueqhGF0EmnNvTOA4anreA12P2fVehVPzr8PYoYjFZe9PGQcmN7Qtsg7ojBZ_6bQrLlR16aiGJNsK03iy8R8T3T33EL03CQmzIhL8Dxk-iZgwR-vWRaRRPUiujg&__tn__=-]K-R
https://birdsvilleraces.com/other-activities/fun-run/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExRjZaSWNQWkI4ZjUwMU1TeQEexSOT23R93GKfjGZrz2rVSPvhe4bLGDfyTmYL3mc-ABIEZo_jR4R3Xgk3Qx0_aem_1IS1pFXyf0nYE3ogkx_HsQ


www.diamantina.qld.gov.auPage 13 of 43

J U L Y  /  A U G U S T  2 0 2 5
D I A M A N T I N A  S H I R E  C O U N C I L    ARNSARNSDesertDesert      YY

https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/


www.diamantina.qld.gov.auPage 14 of 43

J U L Y  /  A U G U S T  2 0 2 5
D I A M A N T I N A  S H I R E  C O U N C I L    ARNSARNSDesertDesert      YY

SPORTING LEGENDS DAY 
On Wednesday, 3 September, Birdsville will
be treated to two unmissable sporting Q&A
events in town!

Australian cricket hero Doug Walters and
legendary jockey Malcolm Johnston will be
live on stage at the Birdsville Hotel chatting
about their glory days.

Get involved in the raffle and auction for your chance
to win some incredible signed Australian sporting
memorabilia that every sporting fan will want to win!

FREE EVENT
From 5.00pm-6:30pm at the Birdsville Hotel
Wednesday 3 September

Ready to strut your stuff at
the 2025 Birdsville Races? 
First up on Friday, 5 September, we’ll be
awarding the Best Dressed Novelty Attire with
our Novelty Fashions on the Field. 

For the fashionistas, it’s time to prepare your
outfits for the runway with our Fashions on the
Field Events on Saturday, 6 September! There
are four categories with prizes up for grabs;
Best Dressed Lady, Best Dressed Gentleman,
Best Dressed Family & Best Millinery.

Don’t miss your opportunity to pose on stage
at the Fashions on the Field in 2025. A fun
event for the whole family and the chance to
win some amazing prizes.  Learn more at:
birdsvilleraces.com/fashions-on-the-field

https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/
https://www.facebook.com/BirdsvilleHotel?__cft__[0]=AZVPDlaEHEULdgleU_7hCi23-K1eDSs_NmnqYtPS4u_Qn-IEsoTNMyYGh6Du_fsxxPb-CNIKfY5gchZA6Un5-JN6bQnFkBw1SmkI2LO9KRYHTad9yQ1trrVtkPv_kQ-l9xlKPYA50P0Ezpi48ylBNeThDhEW8N8SvLURxjdk4SkCeA&__tn__=-]K-R
https://birdsvilleraces.com/fashions-on-the-field/


J U L Y  /  A U G U S T  2 0 2 5
D I A M A N T I N A  S H I R E  C O U N C I L    ARNSARNSDesertDesert    

www.diamantina.qld.gov.au

  YY

Page 15 of 43

Live Q&A Event with Fred Brophy!

On Wednesday 3 September, join us in Birdsville for
the final round with Fred Brophy with a live ringside
Q&A in the Fred Brophy Boxing Tent!

Hear from Fred Brophy and his Troupe about his 43-
year tenure at the Birdsville Races and life on the
road. It will be an unmissable night of stories, laughs
and more!

Tickets are $20. There will be limited seating and
standing may apply. Get your tickets to this must-see
event. at:
https://tickets.oztix.com.au/outlet/event/46520058-
bdf0-49ea-967e-c50ea283bbc5

https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/
https://tickets.oztix.com.au/outlet/event/46520058-bdf0-49ea-967e-c50ea283bbc5
https://tickets.oztix.com.au/outlet/event/46520058-bdf0-49ea-967e-c50ea283bbc5
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Wet Areas for Birdsville Race Week
2025
Diamantina Shire Council has designated certain places
in Birdsville to be 'Wet Areas' where liquor may be
consumed during the Birdsville Races period.

The Wet Areas, shown on the maps below (Roads, Town & Town
Common), will operate between 10am on Wednesday,                  
3 September 2025, and 2am on Monday, 8 September 2025.

Signage will be erected to advise the boundaries of the Wet Areas. 

Please ensure your behaviour is
appropriate within this area, as
Queensland Police and Security
will be making regular patrols.

For more information, visit:
www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/news.

Designated Public
Places Where Liquor
May Be Consumed 
 S173B & S173C Liquor Act

https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/
https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/news/article/213/wet-area-birdsville-race-week-2025
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Get Ready for a Big Weekend in Bedourie!

Kick off the fun with the Bedourie Markets from 5:30pm on Friday,
12 September – the perfect way to start the Bedourie Races
weekend in true outback style. Enjoy a relaxed evening atmosphere
at the Bedourie Community Centre.

Join us for the grand finale of the 2025 Simpson Desert Racing
Carnival, the Bedourie Races on Saturday, 13 September. Enjoy a
full day of racing action, great food, ice-cold drinks, and an
unbeatable country atmosphere. 

After the last race, dance the night away with DJ Belly’s Beats and
cocktails at the racecourse.

We’re Dressing the Desert in Pink in support of Breast Cancer
Research – so wear your best pink, and help make a difference.

Free camping is available in designated areas.

Tickets available at OzTix
Are you interested in a stal l? 

Cal l  Jodie Girdler on 0428 035 184.
Want to busk? Get in touch with 
Katr ina Wil ls on 0439 840 758.

https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/
https://tickets.oztix.com.au/outlet/event/9e7a4414-6d7e-40db-844a-702438367caa
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Dress to Impress in Pink!
The Bedourie Race Club is proud to present this
year’s Fashions on the Field – Dress the Desert Pink
in support of Breast Cancer Awareness. Get ready to
dress to impress and embrace the pink for a
fabulous day of style, colour, and community spirit! 

 Categories include:
 Best Dressed Young Lady
 Best Dressed Pink Lady
 Best Dressed Little Lady (under 5yrs)
 Best Dressed Junior Lady (6–12yrs)
 Best Dressed Junior Gentleman (6–12yrs)
 Best Dressed Young Gentleman (under 5yrs)
 Best Dressed Gentleman
 Best Dressed Pink Gentleman

Thank you to Western Truck Group for generously
donating prizes for our lucky winners! Your support
makes this event truly shine. 

Follow Bedourie Amateur Race Club Inc. on
Facebook for event updates.

Get Tix

https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100083484005166&__cft__[0]=AZXnGPtLcyT2AeOr33xmgUkcl7lL8FQ6PVzFM_PGwvvpFy1P8N1Yxt1p0yt7o3oolrHrMDzab9TOSVzzpK3cPIpEpwRn9STYTOytoQZ7CZKo3n5SM0pwPAZG59NpCCTrBzLNIFjYA-fXdo_sWlNRs8sgVr60lTcGjz5mhIX8CmsClvhr62zS3Ul443fYlSLGvGA&__tn__=-UC*F
https://tickets.oztix.com.au/outlet/event/9e7a4414-6d7e-40db-844a-702438367caa
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📖 Widlapirna: Swan Woman
📍 Birdsville Community Hall
 📅 Friday, 10 October 2025
 🕛 12pm – 2pm

👉 RSVP by reply email to info@redridge.org.au
(to help with catering)
 👉 Please share this invitation – everyone is
welcome!

Our Community, Our Stories
You’re invited to celebrate the launch of a
beautiful new Wangkangurru/Yarluyandi
language book by Two Sisters Talking –
Anpanuwa Joyce Crombie and Aulpunda
Jean Barr-Crombie.

Come along with family and friends to enjoy
bush tucker, light refreshments, and join in
this special cultural celebration.

https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/


Little Reds Playgroup were lucky enough
to go for a walk over to Camel Corner (The
Birdsville Oval) and see everything there
during the Birdsville Camel Carnival in
July! The playgroup children enjoyed a
free Ice Cream from the GeeWiz Ice Cream
Van, watched the Pig Races. They had a
wonderful time hanging out with CrackUp
Sister S.T.Ruth and watching a show by
Nic Reefman and his Silkwood Wagon.

www.diamantina.qld.gov.au
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Kids CornerKids Corner

Page 2

https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/


Birdsville 
Playgroup
with Khalli Rowlands

Science Week
Thursday 14 August  2025

Little Reds Playgroup visited Birdsville School, where
we participated in fun activities as part of Science
Week. We participated in an activity with Tom from
Townsville Cathedral School, where he performed a
"Make a Ball" science experiment using Bicarbonate
Soda and vinegar, which caused the balloon to inflate
by itself. The school also provided morning tea for
everyone. Before heading back to Playgroup that
morning, Miss Liv conducted a Volcano experiment
with the kids, which they loved very much! It was a
lovely morning, and we thank the Birdsville State
School for including us once again. 

Book Week 
Thursday 21 August 2025 

We all dressed up to go on our walk around the town
with the Birdsville State School for the Book Week
Scavenger Hunt. We started at the school before
making it to the Birdville Clinic for our first clue and
book. We walked around to all the other businesses
in town, had lunch at the Birdsville Bakery and
finished at the Birdsville Roadhouse for a free ice
cream! It was a great morning!

www.diamantina.qld.gov.au
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Bedourie Library &
Playgroup
Update by Lauren Parkinson

Movie night at the library was a huge success.
The children thoroughly enjoyed it. They had fake
money and a personalised movie ticket I made
for them.

We had lollies and a popcorn machine, which was
an absolute hit. Mason Clarke ate his weight in
popcorn!

The children sat and watched Despicable Me, and
they all watched the whole thing.

The evening was a great success! 
Photography by Valeri Fernandez 

www.diamantina.qld.gov.au
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8.30am to 12pm 
Tuesday to Friday 

at the Bedourie Hall

Bedourie PlaygroupBedourie Playgroup
with Laurenwith Lauren  

For more info email 
Playgroup@Diamantina.qld.gov.au

Page 22 of 43

Thursday 
morning pl

aygroup 
with

Cammie, she ha
s been lo

ving her

painting. 

https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/


Bedourie State School News
It has been a busy term at Bedourie State School
with many visitors from near and far. This year is
our 65  year, and we are keen to have as many of
the past Staff and Students share their stories for
inclusion in a book to mark this special milestone.
Please see the flyers for further information.  

th

In addition, we are looking forward to our biannual
Bedourie Splash n Arts Camp in October, with a
number of opportunities for the Bedourie and
wider community to be involved. See below:

Tuesday, October 21 | Live Concert 
Join us at the Bedourie Community Hall from      
7–9pm for a free event with award-winning artists
Larry Cann and the CrackUp Sisters – open to all.
Come along and support them and our campers!

Thursday, October 23 | Arts Showcase 
Campers will showcase what they have learnt over
the three days. Bedourie and wider community,
please come to enjoy our talented and amazing
outback students. Starting at 7 - 9 pm. Free event,
everyone welcome.

Yours in Education, Danielle Carige | Principal

www.diamantina.qld.gov.au
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LIVE CONCERT  - OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
ft. Larry Cann and the CrackUp Sisters 

https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/
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Inspiring Queensland’s
National Science Week
Birdsville Visit 
We made it to Birdsville – the penultimate stop on
the Inspiring Australia Queensland ambassadors’
travelling launch for National Science Week 2025!

It was fantastic to share STEM at the iconic
Birdsville Hotel – a huge thanks to everyone who
came along (some travelled over 100km!) and to
the unstoppable Evelyn, who makes dining there a
truly magical experience.

On the way, we caught up with Mayor Francis
Murray in Bedourie – and extended our thanks to
the Diamantina Council for their advice and support.
We even managed to take in a sunrise over Big
Red, with wildflowers and birdlife putting on a
spectacular show.

The CUC RAPAD Central West Queensland team
joined us to present the QCoal Foundation STEM Kit
to the local library. We also had a great visit to
Birdsville State School – thank you to Principal
Jamie Campbell, teacher Olivia, and all the students
for their curiosity and wonderful questions.

A few local highlights we can highly recommend:
the Birdsville Bakery (best sausage roll ever!),
Karrawa Wirinya Coffee shop for excellent coffee
and a gallery stop, and time spent with local Elder
and Ranger Don Rowlands, along with Peta, Ashley
and Lyn, who shared their knowledge and stories.

There is so much to see and do in this unique part
of Queensland – and we’re so proud to be bringing
National Science Week to the heart of the Channel
Country.

— Inspiring Australia Queensland
See more pics at instagram.com/inspiringausqld
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Arts Opportunity for
Ages 5-14 Years
The 2026 Children's Art Project and  
Exhibition is calling for artworks from
children across the RAPAD region. The
artworks will be exhibited from March
2026.

Drawings, paintings or collages can be
created on A4 paper on the themes: 
Tell us what makes your town great?
What do you love about living Outback?

For more information, contact:
karens@matildacentre.com.au

The Children's Art Project & Digital
Exhibition is sponsored by The John
Villiers Trust and supported by Winton
Shire Council, Outback Futures and
Remote Area Planning and Development
Board (RAPAD).

Poster Artwork: 'Country' by 
Stella McKerrow Aged 9

Western Qld Flooding: Exclusion
Fencing Recovery Grants
Support is now available to primary producers
impacted by the Western Queensland Floods
Exclusion Fencing Recovery Grant of up to
$500,000 to rebuild damaged or destroyed
exclusion and cluster fencing infrastructure and
help contain and protect surviving livestock. This
program is being delivered in partnership with
RAPAD throughout our region's eligible Local
Government Areas. Learn more at:
 https://rapad.com.au/projects/exclusion-
fencing-recovery-program/

https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/
https://rapad.com.au/projects/exclusion-fencing-recovery-program/
https://rapad.com.au/projects/exclusion-fencing-recovery-program/


www.business.qld.gov.au/industries/mining-energy-
water/water/catchments-planning/water-plan-
areas/gabora/reviewdy
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https://www.business.qld.gov.au/industries/mining-energy-water/water/catchments-planning/water-plan-areas/gabora/review
https://www.business.qld.gov.au/industries/mining-energy-water/water/catchments-planning/water-plan-areas/gabora/review
https://www.business.qld.gov.au/industries/mining-energy-water/water/catchments-planning/water-plan-areas/gabora/review
https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/
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Help grow CWQ’s arts, cultural
and creative workforce  - survey
now open
A region-wide initiative is putting the spotlight on
creative talent and workforce development across
Central West Queensland.

The project is focused on building long-term
capability and opportunity in the arts, culture and
creative industries.
 
Led by the Remote Area Planning and Development
Board (RAPAD), it is proudly supported and funded
by the Queensland Government through Jobs
Queensland.
 
RAPAD hosted community workshops across the
region in July 2025 to share insights into research
and get feedback from people across all walks of life
and experience to help drive local solutions to
workforce challenges and opportunities in this
sector.
 
During the workshop, we explored thoughts around:

The workforce skills that are emerging or exist
for the arts, cultural and creative industries now,
and in the future.
The skills that need to be planned for.
The support required to attract and keep people
to the region and industry, and the strategies
that you have seen working.
Training and education gaps and supports.
Emerging trends that impact skills needs in the
future.
How best to support, grow and develop local
businesses.

Keen to have your say, but couldn’t make
one of the community sessions?

We'd love to hear from you! Take the
'Arts, Cultural and Creative Industries
Workforce Planning Survey' at:  
https://forms.rapad.com.au/gyo-survey

For more info, visit the RAPAD website at rapad.com.au

Open to university and VET students, senior high
schoolers, lifelong learners 

and career explorers!

Register via the QR Code below or

https://form.jotform.com/250317601787862

https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/
https://rapad.us21.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6ee12ddfc173e10bd87bdeee9&id=7deac22737&e=b97696da03
https://rapad.us21.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6ee12ddfc173e10bd87bdeee9&id=7deac22737&e=b97696da03
https://forms.rapad.com.au/gyo-survey
https://rapad.com.au/publications/arts-cultural-and-creative-industries-rapad-region-environmental-scan/
https://form.jotform.com/250317601787862
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The Rainbow Serpent — digital illustration by Nick Sidle.
Read the story at  curaearth.com/the-rainbow-serpent 

Birdsville Welcomes the World: 
Global Story Circle with Don Rowlands

On the 7th and 8th of July, the Birdsville
Community Hall became the stage for a
remarkable moment in global storytelling. 

Wangkangurra elder and Munga Thirri National Park
Ranger for over 31 years, Don Rowlands, hosted the
first Cùra Earth Global Story Circle event to be
staged in Australia, connecting Birdsville with
communities around the world. 

Don shared the Rainbow Serpent Aboriginal
Dreamtime story and the importance of respecting
and caring for Country. The Rainbow Serpent has
now become a central story in the Cùra Earth
project, an international collaboration blending
Indigenous knowledge with contemporary
environmental science to inspire action on
biodiversity loss and climate change.

Joining Don virtually were global partners Sita
Kumari, Director of Heartstone representing
Cairngorm National Park in Highland Scotland, Dr
Donna Beisel, Director of the Rosa Parks Museum in
Alabama, USA and Nuala Riddell-Morales, Director of
the celebrated Carnaval del Pueblo in London,
representing Latin American communities from
Colombia, Mexico, Bolivia, Costa Rica, and beyond.

The Birdsville Community Hall was proudly provided
as in-kind support by Diamantina Shire Council, with
further thanks to the Birdsville Hotel, Bruce Air
Electrical, Kevin Barr, Snr Sgt Stephan Pursell, and
Karawara Wirinya Coffee Place.  

This special event was also a highlight of the 50th
Anniversary of NAIDOC Week. 

https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/
https://curaearth.com/the-rainbow-serpent
https://curaearth.com/the-rainbow-serpent/
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Birdsville Primary Health Centre
31 Adelaide St, Birdsville.

Call 07 4564 2400
Monday to Friday
9am to 12pm, 2 pm to 4pm

CLOSED ON PUBLIC HOLIDAYS

See services at centralwest.health.qld.gov.au

Our nurse-led clinics in Birdsville and Bedourie manage chronic conditions and
emergency care for the local community and surrounding areas.

In an EMERGENCY dial Triple Zero (000)

Bedourie Primary Health Centre
Kepler St, Bedourie.

Call 07 4746 1500 
Monday to Friday
9am to 12pm, 2pm to 4pm

CLOSED ON PUBLIC HOLIDAYS

See services at centralwest.health.qld.gov.au

https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/
https://www.centralwest.health.qld.gov.au/hospitals-and-health-centres/birdsville-primary-health-centre
https://www.centralwest.health.qld.gov.au/hospitals-and-health-centres/birdsville-primary-health-centre
tel:0745642400
https://www.centralwest.health.qld.gov.au/services/locations/birdsville-primary-health-centre
https://www.centralwest.health.qld.gov.au/services/locations/birdsville-primary-health-centre
https://www.centralwest.health.qld.gov.au/hospitals-and-health-centres/bedourie-primary-health-centre
tel:0747461500
https://www.centralwest.health.qld.gov.au/hospitals-and-health-centres/bedourie-primary-health-centre
https://www.centralwest.health.qld.gov.au/hospitals-and-health-centres/bedourie-primary-health-centre
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BIRDSVILLE
MONDAY SEPTEMBER 22, 2025
TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 23, 2025

BEDOURIE
TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 23, 2025 
WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 24, 2025

Page 33 of 43
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Congratulations Joel Blyth, 
who has stepped into the role 
of Birdsville Town Services
Supervisor!

To those who don’t know me, my name is Joel and I
have been a resident of Birdsville for the past 9
years. I first came to lil old Birdsville on a stint from
Innamincka with a little Suzuki Jimny and a small
handful of belongings. After 9 years, I am still more
in love with our little community than I have ever
been. The challenges/obstacles, memories, growing
family and good times are all part of my Birdsville
adventure, and I am excited to call Birdsville home.
 
I remember one of my first trips to Birdsville was
coming up the Cordillo track, and we had been
caught up in some pretty wet holes… At one point, I
remember using old wine and a couple of beers that
I had stored in a box to wash my windscreen as I had
run out of washer fluid… I could not see a thing, but
we poked along, heads out the window, and made it
seven odd hours later. What an adventure! I had the
thought of “What the heck am I doing?” a few times.
Since then, I have never looked back and now have a
community I call family with many memories and too
many adventures even to remember.

Moral of the story… Never give up and always store
a bottle of wine, as you will never know when you
might need it, haha.
 
The team has been working hard over the last couple
of weeks getting town ready for the upcoming races
across Betoota, Birdsville, and Bedourie with many
projects on the go. I have always said every problem
has a solution; sometimes, we may need to think
outside the box a little and roll with the obstacles.

I welcome any constructive feedback in areas that
our community would like to talk about from a town
services point of view, and while we may not be able
to say yes to all, we will certainly give it a good ol'
crack and try our best in all areas.
 
Shout out or give myself and the team a toot and
wave as you pass by. Please don’t hesitate to contact
me via email, Joel.Blyth@Diamantina.qld.gov.au, or a
member of the team for any questions or queries,
and I look forward to seeing you all out in the field
over the coming weeks. - Joel Blyth

https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/


Join the Team!
We are Hiring: 

Multi Skilled Plant Operator 
(Level 5)

Grader Operator 
(Level 6)

Multi-Combination Truck Driver 
Road Train Type 2 (Level 6)

View the position descriptions at 
www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/job-vacancies

We offer full-time roles in a close-knit team
environment, with a strong focus on work-life
balance through a mix of in-town and camp-
based work, attractive locality and living
allowance benefits, development
opportunities with training and plant tickets,
and the chance to contribute to unique
infrastructure projects in one of the most
remote and beautiful areas of Australia.

If you possess the required skills, 
please contact our Human Resources team at

HR@diamantina.qld.gov.au.

 Update your details HERE

Find out about Council Rates at www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/council/rates 
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https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/job-vacancies/job-vacancies-1
mailto:HR@diamantina.qld.gov.au
https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/council/rates
https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/


Roadworks at Allans YardsRoadworks at Allans Yards  
Council has commenced a 3.6km bitumen upgradeCouncil has commenced a 3.6km bitumen upgrade
on the Eyre Developmental Road, located 54kmon the Eyre Developmental Road, located 54km
south of Bedourie (on the way to Birdsville).south of Bedourie (on the way to Birdsville).

The project is expected to take approximately threeThe project is expected to take approximately three
months, with a detour now in place and a 60km/hmonths, with a detour now in place and a 60km/h
speed limit enforced through the work zone.speed limit enforced through the work zone.

We ask all locals and travellers to slow down andWe ask all locals and travellers to slow down and
take care through the site — your patience helpstake care through the site — your patience helps
keep our road crews and fellow drivers safe.keep our road crews and fellow drivers safe.

Thanks for driving to the conditions and respectingThanks for driving to the conditions and respecting
the speed limit — every safe journey counts.the speed limit — every safe journey counts.
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Download theDownload the  
Diamantina Tourism Diamantina Tourism appapp
for Outback Road Reportsfor Outback Road Reports
at your fingertips!at your fingertips!  
App StoreApp Store &  & Google PlayGoogle Play

Photos: Kevin Barr

https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/
https://apps.apple.com/sg/app/diamantina-tourism/id6740609755
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.specialistapps.diamantina&pcampaignid=web_share


For position descriptions and applications
visit our website.

Follow Diamantina Shire Council 
on LinkedIn

Prepare for locust season 

Wet weather earlier this year has created ideal conditions for potential locust outbreaks across
parts of Queensland. In response, Biosecurity Queensland is urging graziers, landholders and
aerial contractors to take early, proactive steps now to manage the risk of locust swarms.
Locusts can cause significant economic and social impacts by damaging pastures and crops,
threatening local industries and communities. 

It is important to remember that under the Biosecurity Act 2014, you have a general biosecurity obligation to
take all reasonable steps to minimise the risk of locust populations building up on your land. Locust
management is a shared responsibility, and timely action can make a difference. Early detection and targeted
spraying of nymphs can help protect pastures and crops from localised damage and prevent locust swarms.
There are 3 main locust species of concern in Queensland: the Australian plague locust, the spur-throated locust
and the migratory locust. Locusts are native to Australia, and eradication is not possible. However, effective
management is achievable through coordinated efforts.

To help you meet your general biosecurity obligation, resources are available on insecticides registered for
locust control at:
www.safemeat.com.au/globalassets/safemeat/our-systems/responsible-chemical-use/sm-locusts-fs_lr.pdf 

You can find more information on locusts at:
www.business.qld.gov.au/industries/farms-fishing-forestry/agriculture/biosecurity/plants/insects/field-
crop/locusts

If you see swarms of locust or nymph activity, contact Biosecurity Queensland on 13 25 23 or report online at:
www.dpi.qld.gov.au/contact/report-a-biosecurity-pest-or-disease
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For position descriptions and applications
visit our website.

Follow Diamantina Shire Council 
on LinkedIn

Birdsville Police Station
Update

The Mount Isa District is pleased to
announce that police staffing at
Birdsville Police Station is increasing
from one officer to two officers.
 
The station will now have a Sergeant Officer in
Charge, a Senior Constable and an Administration
Officer. The Sergeant and Senior Constable
positions were advertised in the internal police
gazette on 15 August 2025 with applications
closing on 1 September. These positions are
being strongly promoted across the Service and
several officers have already shown interest. We
expect the roles will be filled within the usual
three-month timeframe.
 
From a district perspective, we are seeking
officers who will continue to strengthen the long
and productive partnership the Queensland Police
Service has enjoyed with the Birdsville
community for many years. We are looking for
officers who want to become part of the
community and build on that trusted and positive
relationship.
 
Birdsville has a proud history of attracting
exceptional officers who stay longer than most
and become part of the town. Neil and Stephan
together gave 20 years of service to Birdsville
which is a credit to the place and the people.
While those two legends have set the bar high,
we are confident Birdsville will once again attract
officers who are just as committed and
community minded.
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Out where the sunsets hit different. Birdsville
putting on a show. Photo by Senior Constable
Davidson from myPolice Western Queensland
Facebook page.

https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/job-vacancies/job-vacancies-1
https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/job-vacancies/job-vacancies-1
https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/
https://www.facebook.com/myPoliceWesternQueensland?__tn__=-UC*F
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Extra support for small businesses hit by Western Queensland floods
Small businesses across Western Queensland affected by the March–May 2025 floods can now
access additional financial assistance. The Small Business Recovery Assistance Grant provides up
to $15,000 for eligible businesses that have ceased trading or experienced a 60% or greater
revenue loss for two consecutive weeks due to the disaster.

Support is available to businesses in nine disaster-declared LGAs: Barcoo, Boulia, Bulloo,
Diamantina, Longreach, Murweh, Paroo, Quilpie and Winton. Applicants must demonstrate the
financial impact of the floods, their intent to continue operating, and how the funds will support
recovery.

The Albanese and Crisafulli Governments jointly fund this grant under the Disaster Recovery
Funding Arrangements and complement other assistance, including:

Recovery Grants up to $50,000
Disaster Assistance Loans up to $250,000

For details or to apply, visit business.qld.gov.au

https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/
https://www.business.qld.gov.au/running-business/support-services/financial/grants/recovery-surface-trough


J U L Y  /  A U G U S T  2 0 2 5
D I A M A N T I N A  S H I R E  C O U N C I L    ARNSARNSDesertDesert      YY

www.diamantina.qld.gov.auPage 42 of 43

https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/


Page 4

Diamantina Shire Council
Monday to Friday 8.30 am - 5 pm

(excluding Public Holidays)

17 Herbert Street

BEDOURIE QLD 4829

P: 07 4746 1600

E: Admin@Diamantina.qld.gov.au

Julianne Meier
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

P: 0428 461 202

E: Julianne.Meier@Diamantina.qld.gov.au

Patrice Brandenburg
DIRECTOR COMMUNITIES

P: 0457 486 231

E: Patrice.Brandenburg@Diamantina.qld.gov.au

Jade Nacario
DIRECTOR CORPORATE SERVICES 

P: 0467 843 928 

E: Jade.Nacario@Diamantina.qld.gov.au

Garth Borgelt
DIRECTOR OF INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES

P: 0409 332 105 

E: Garth.Borgelt@Diamantina.qld.gov.au
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Send your stories and photos for Desert Yarns 
to marketing@diamantina.qld.gov.au

Connect With Us

Like Diamantina Shire Council on
Facebook

Follow @diamantinaqld 
on Instagram

Elected Representatives
Cr Francis Murray, Mayor
P: 0438 999 267
E: Francis.Murray@Diamantina.qld.gov.au

Cr Damien Watson, Deputy Mayor 
P: 0429 627 215
E: Damien.Watson@Diamantina.qld.gov.au

Cr Damian Clarke
P: 0472 866 267
E: Damian.Clarke@Diamantina.qld.gov.au

Cr Robbie Dare
P: 0427 467 291
E: Rob.Dare@Diamantina.qld.gov.au

Cr Kerry Morton
P: 0488 544 506
E: Kerry.Morton@Diamantina.qld.gov.au

Next Council Meeting: 
9am on 15 September at

Council’s Bedourie 
Administration Centre 

Race day at Birdsville 1026.
www.birdsvilleraces.com/about-the-races/birdsville-races-history/

Follow Diamantina Shire Council
on LinkedIn
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