
AGENDA 

ALL OPEN AND CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 
OF THE 

Special Budget Meeting 

Tuesday, 16 June 2026
I hereby give notice that an Extraordinary Meeting of Budget will be held on 

Date: Tuesday, 16 June 2026 
Time: 9:00 am 

Location: Bedourie Administration Centre 

Julianne Meier 

Chief Executive Officer 



Extraordinary Budget Meeting Agenda 16 June 2026 
 

Page 2 

Order Of Business 
1 Opening of Meeting ....................................................................................................... 3 

2 Attendance ................................................................................................................... 3 

3 Apologies and Leaves of Absence ................................................................................... 3 

3.1 Leave of Absence .......................................................................................................... 3 

3.2 Apologies ..................................................................................................................... 3 

4 Acknowledgement of Country ........................................................................................ 3 

5 Condolences ................................................................................................................ 3 

6 Disclosures and Declarations of Interest ........................................................................ 3 

7 Officer Reports.............................................................................................................. 4 

- 4 

7.2 2026-2027 Debt Policy ................................................................................................. 15 

7.3 2026-2027 Investment Policy ....................................................................................... 22 

7.4 2026/2027 Diffferential General Rates .......................................................................... 29 

7.5 2026/2027 Utility Charges - Water ................................................................................ 34 

7.7 2026/2027 Utility Charges - Sewerage .......................................................................... 41 

7.8 2026/2027 Discount for Prompt Payment on Rates and Utility Charges .......................... 44 

7.9 2026/2027 Interest on Overdue Rates and Charges ....................................................... 47 

7.10 2026/2027 Levy and Payment of Rates and Charges ...................................................... 50 

7.11 2026/2027 Separate Charge - Environmental Levy ........................................................ 52 

7.12 30 June 2026 Statement of Estimated Financial Position ............................................... 54 

7.13 2026/2027 Adoption of Budget ..................................................................................... 60 

8 General Business ....................................................................................................... 111 

9 Next Meeting .............................................................................................................. 111 

10 Close of Meeting ........................................................................................................ 111 

 

 



Extraordinary Budget Meeting Agenda 16 June 2026 
 

Page 3 

1 OPENING OF MEETING 

2 ATTENDANCE 

3 APOLOGIES AND LEAVES OF ABSENCE 

3.1 Leave of Absence  

3.2 Apologies 

4 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 
I would like to begin by acknowledging the Wangkamahdla, Pitta Pitta, Mithaka, 
Wangkangurru/Yarluyandi, Karuwali and Maiawali people, Traditional Custodians of the land 
on which we meet today and pay my respects to their Elders past and present. I extend that 
respect to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples here today. 

5 CONDOLENCES 

6 DISCLOSURES AND DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Reference is made to Section 150EL of the Local Government Act 2009. Specifically, the 
obligation of Councillors when they first become aware they have a conflict of interest to 
make the Chief Executive Officer aware in writing or if in a meeting, ensure they declare 
immediately.  
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7 OFFICER REPORTS 

- 

7.1 2026/2027 Operational Plan 
REPORT TYPE: OCM Decision Report 

DIRECTORATE: Corporate Services  

PRESENTED BY: Juanita Warner  

AUTHOR(S): Juanita Warner, Governance Manager 

AUTHORISER: Julianne Meier, Chief Executive Officer 

ATTACHMENTS: 1. Operational Plan 2026-2027 ⇩  

  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The 2026/2027 Operational Plan has been prepared to guide the delivery of Council’s services, projects 
and strategic priorities for the 2026/2027 financial year.  The Operational Plan aligns with Council’s 
Corporate Plan and establishes the key actions, performance measures and responsibilities required 
to achieve Council’s strategic objectives. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council adopt the 2026/2027 Operational Plan as presented. 

 

BACKGROUND 

The Operational Plan is Council’s principal annual planning document and outlines the activities, 
projects and initiatives to be undertaken during the 2026/2027 financial year. 

The Operational plan translates the strategic objectives contained within Council’s Corporate Plan into 
measurable actions and deliverables to be achieved over the next twelve months. 

Section 175 of the Local Government Regulation 2012 provides that the annual operational plan must 
state how Council will implement its Corporate Plan during the period covered by the operational plan. 

DISCUSSION 

The 2026/27 Operational Plan has been developed to: 

• Align operational activities with Council's Corporate Plan; 
• Clearly identify actions, projects and initiatives to be delivered during the financial year; 
• Establish measurable performance indicators; 
• Allocate responsibility for delivery across Council departments; 
• Support informed decision-making and resource allocation; 
• Provide a framework for monitoring and reporting organisational performance. 

 

Progress against the Operational Plan will be reported to Council on a quarterly basis, enabling Council 
to monitor achievement of planned activities and identify any emerging issues or required corrective 
actions. 
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The Operational Plan also provides a basis for annual performance reporting and supports the Chief 
Executive Officer's assessment of Council's progress in implementing the Corporate Plan and 
Operational Plan as required under the Local Government Regulation 2012. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

Corporate Plan 2022-2027 

Theme 

4 Our Organisation 

Long Term Goal 

4.1 Is a sustainable and effective organisation. 

Outcome: Long Term Financial Sustainability. 

POLICY 

The Operational Plan implements the strategic direction established by Council’s Corporate Plan and 
supports the achievement of Council’s adopted policies and strategic objectives. 

LEGISLATION 

Local Government Act 2009 

Local Government Regulation 2012 

FINANCE AND RESOURCES 

The actions identified within the Operational Plan have been developed in conjunction with the 2026/27 
Budget process and are intended to be delivered within the financial and human resources available to 
Council.  Budget allocations for operational and capital activities are reflected in the 2026/27 Budget. 

CONSULTATION 

Council’s Operational Plan 2026/2027 has been developed following extensive consultation with 
Council’s Elected Members, Executive Leadership Team and Managers.  

RISK MANAGEMENT 

Council has a legislative requirement to adopt and carry out an Operational Plan each financial year. 
The adoption of the Operational Plan mitigates any risk associated with statutory non-compliance and 
organisational reputation. 

TIMINGS/DEADLINES 

The Operational Plan is due to be adopted before 30 June 2026.  

HUMAN RIGHTS CONSIDERATIONS 

Under the Human Rights Act 2019, Council must not make a decision without considering and 
assessing the potential impact to human rights and giving consideration to any impacts before making 
a decision. Officers consider that there are no human rights implications relevant to Council’s decision 
in this matter. 

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED 

The Operational Plan 2026/2027 has been well-considered during its extensive consultation, as 
described above. 
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7.2 2026-2027 Debt Policy  
REPORT TYPE: Budget Decision Report 

DIRECTORATE: Corporate Services   

AUTHOR(S): Juanita Warner, Governance Manager 

AUTHORISER: Julianne Meier, Chief Executive Officer 

ATTACHMENTS: 1. Debt Policy 2026-2027 ⇩  

  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

In accordance with s192 of the Local Government Regulation 2012, Council is required to prepare and 
adopt a Debt Policy each financial year. Council’s borrowing activities are further governed by the 
Statutory Bodies Financial Arrangements Act 1982. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council adopts the Debt Policy 2026-2027. 

 

BACKGROUND 

The Local Government Regulation 2012 requires Council to prepare and adopt a Debt Policy for each 
financial year. 

The Debt Policy forms part of Council’s financial planning and supports the Long-Term Financial 
Forecast, Annual Budget and Corporate Plan. The policy provides guidance regarding the management 
of Council borrowings and principles for the responsible use of debt as a financing mechanism for 
capital projects and strategic infrastructure. 

Council recognises that debt can be an appropriate funding tool when used responsibly to deliver long-
term community benefits. The Debt Policy established the framework within which Council may 
consider future borrowings and manage existing debt obligations. 

DISCUSSION 

Currently Council has not planned for any new borrowing in the 2026/2027 financial period or the next 
nine financial years. 

Currently Council has $5,102,117.96 in borrowings through Queensland Treasury Corporation (QTC) 
with annual debt service payments of $704,653.49 budgeted for the 2026/2027 financial year. 

Repayment of the existing debts to QTC will be completed within a period of 10-20 years. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

Corporate Plan 2022-2027 

Theme 

4 Our Organisation 

Long Term Goal 

4.1 Is a sustainable and effective organisation. 

Council maintains responsible financial management practices that support long-term sustainability. 



Extraordinary Budget Meeting Agenda 16 June 2026 
 

Item 7.2 Page 16 

POLICY 

Debt Policy 

LEGISLATION 

Local Government Act 2009 

Local Government Regulation 2012 

Statutory Bodies Financial Arrangements Act 1982 (SBFAA); and 

Statutory Bodies Financial Arrangements Regulation 2019 (SBFAR) 

FINANCE AND RESOURCES 

This policy does not create any additional budgetary impacts. 

CONSULTATION 

Mayor and Councillors 

Chief Executive Officer 

Executive Leadership Team 

Managers 

Queensland Treasury Corporation 

RISK MANAGEMENT 

Failure to adopt a Debt Policy would result in non-compliance with the s 192 of the Local Government 
Regulation 2012.  

 TIMINGS/DEADLINES 

This Policy must be reviewed and adopted as part of the Annual Budget process. 

HUMAN RIGHTS CONSIDERATIONS 

Under the Human Rights Act 2019, Council must not make a decision without considering and 
assessing the potential impact to human rights and giving consideration to any impacts before making 
a decision. Officers consider that there are no human rights implications relevant to Council’s decision 
in this matter. 

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED 

No other alternatives were considered. 
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7.3 2026-2027 Investment Policy 
REPORT TYPE: Budget Decision Report 

DIRECTORATE: Corporate Services   

AUTHOR(S): Juanita Warner, Governance Manager 

AUTHORISER: Julianne Meier, Chief Executive Officer 

ATTACHMENTS: 1. Investment Policy 2026-2027 ⇩  

  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

In accordance with s 191 of the Local Government Regulation 2012, Council is required to prepare and 
adopt an Investment Policy.  S104(6) of the Local Government Act 2009 required that Council regularly 
review and update the Investment Policy. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council adopts the Investment Policy 2026-27. 

 

BACKGROUND 

Section 191 of the Local Government Regulation 2012 requires Council to prepare and adopt an 
Investment Policy.  The Investment Policy establishes the principles and controls for the investment of 
Council funds and ensures investment activities are undertaken in accordance with legislative 
requirements and sound financial management practices. 

The policy has been reviewed to ensure compliance with: 

• Local Government Act 2009 

• Local Government Regulation 2012 

• Statutory Bodies Financial Arrangements Act 1982 

DISCUSSION 

The primary objectives of Council’s Investment Policy are: 

• Preservation of Capital – Protecting Council funds from loss through prudent investment 
practices 

• Liquidity – Ensuring sufficient funds are available to meet operational and capital expenditure 
requirements 

• Return on Investment – Maximising investment returns within acceptable risk parameters and 
legislative constraints 

The Investment Policy supports Council’s commitment to responsible financial stewardship and 
provides assurance that public funds are managed in a transparent, accountable and risk-based 
manner. 

The policy has been reviewed and no substantive changes are proposed. Minor administrative 
amendments have been made to ensure currency of references and document control information. 
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STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

Corporate Plan 2022-2027 

Theme 

4 Our Organisation 

Long Term Goal 

4.1 Is a sustainable and effective organisation. 

Effective investment management strengthens Council's financial capacity to deliver services and 
infrastructure while maintaining compliance with legislative obligations. 

POLICY 

Investment Policy 

LEGISLATION 

Local Government Act 2009 

Local Government Regulation 2012 

Statutory Bodies Financial Arrangements Act 1982 

FINANCE AND RESOURCES 

This policy does not create any additional budgetary impacts. 

CONSULTATION 

This policy has been reviewed internally to ensure legislative compliance. 

RISK MANAGEMENT 

Failure to maintain an appropriate Investment Policy may expose Council to financial loss, reputational 
damage and non-compliance with legislative obligations. 

TIMINGS/DEADLINES 

This Policy must be reviewed and adopted as part of the Annual Budget process. 

HUMAN RIGHTS CONSIDERATIONS 

Under the Human Rights Act 2019, Council must not make a decision without considering and 
assessing the potential impact to human rights and giving consideration to any impacts before making 
a decision. Officers consider that there are no human rights implications relevant to Council’s decision 
in this matter. 

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED 

No other alternatives were considered. 
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7.4 2026/2027 Diffferential General Rates 
REPORT TYPE: Budget Decision Report 

DIRECTORATE: Corporate Services   

AUTHOR(S): Jo-Ann Atkinson, Rates and Debtors Officer 

AUTHORISER: Julianne Meier, Chief Executive Officer 

ATTACHMENTS: Nil 
  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This report is presented to Council for the adoption of the differential general rating categories and 
minimum general rate for the financial year 2026/2027. 

RECOMMENDATION 

1. That: 

(a) Pursuant to section 94 of the Local Government Act 2009 and section 81 of the Local 
Government Regulation 2012, Council resolves to adopt the categories in to which 
rateable land is categorised, and the description of those categories as follows: 

Category Description Identification 

1  
Bedourie 

Those lands situated within the 
boundaries of the Town Reserve of 
Bedourie and not otherwise 
categorised.  

Land identified as area A of 
map ‘Bedourie - Map 1’ 
and having a land use code 
of 00, 01, 02, 03, 04, 05, 
07, 08, 48, 50, 72A, or 94  

2  
Betoota 

Those lands situated within the 
boundaries of the Town Reserve of 
Betoota and not otherwise 
categorised.  

Land identified within area 
A of map ‘Betoota - Map 2’ 
having a land use code of 
00, 01, 02, 03, 04, 05, 07, 
08, 48, 50, 72A, or 94  

3  
Birdsville 

Those lands situated within 
boundaries of the Town Reserve of 
Birdsville and not otherwise 
categorised. 

Land identified within area 
A of map ‘Birdsville - Map 
3’ having a land use code 
of 00, 01, 02, 03, 04, 05, 
07, 08, 48, 50, 72A, 83 or 
94  

4.1                       
Rural 

≤$10M <200,000 Ha 
Those lands within the shire located 
outside of a town area and used for 
grazing or agricultural purposes, that 
is less than 200,000Ha in area and is 
$10,000,000 or less in valuation. 

Land having a land use 
code of 04, 05, 60, 61, 64, 
65, 66,72B, or 94  

4.2 Rural ≤$10M & ≥200,000 Ha 
Those lands within the shire located 
outside of a town area and used for 
grazing or agricultural purposes, that 
is 200,000Ha or more in area and is 
$10,000,000 or less in valuation. 

Land having a land use 
code of 04, 05, 60, 61, 64, 
65, 66, 72B, or 94  
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4.3 Rural >$10M <200,000 Ha 
Those lands within the shire located 
outside of a town area and used for 
grazing or agricultural purposes, that 
is less than 200,000Ha and is greater 
than $10,000,000 in valuation. 

Land having a land use 
code of 04, 05, 60, 61, 64, 
65, 66,72B, or 94  

4.4 Rural >$10M & ≥200,000 to 500,000 Ha 
Those lands within the shire located 
outside of a town area and used for 
grazing or agricultural purposes, that 
is between 200,000Ha and 
500,000Ha (inclusive) in area and is 
greater than $10,000,000 in valuation. 

Land having a land use 
code of 04, 05, 60, 61, 64, 
65, 66, 72B, or 94  

4.5 Rural >$10M & ≥500,000 to 900,000 Ha 
Those lands within the shire located 
outside of a town area and used for 
grazing or agricultural purposes, that 
is between 500,000Ha and 
900,000Ha (inclusive) in area and is 
greater than $10,000,000 in valuation. 

Land having a land use 
code of 04, 05, 60, 61, 64, 
65, 66, 72B, or 94  

4.6 Rural >$10M & ≥900,000 Ha 
Those lands within the shire located 
outside of a town area and used for 
grazing or agricultural purposes, that 
is more than 900,000Ha in area and is 
greater than $10,000,000 in valuation. 

Land having a land use 
code of 04, 05, 60, 61, 64, 
65, 66, 72B, or 94  

5.1  
Mining Small 

Those lands within the Shire used, or 
capable of being used for extractive 
or mining purposes with annual 
extraction of less than 1,000 tonnes 
of material.  

Land having the land use 
code of 40A, 40B  

5.2 
Mining Medium 

Those lands within the Shire used, or 
capable of being used for extractive 
or mining purposes with annual 
extraction of between 1,000 and 
10,000 tonnes of material. 

Land having the land use 
code of 40A, 40B  

5.3  
Mining Large 

Those lands within the Shire used, or 
capable of being used for extractive 
or mining purposes with annual 
extraction of more than 10,000 
tonnes of material.  
 

Land having the land use 
code of 40A,40B  

5.4 
Mining Other 

All mining leases which are not 
otherwise categorised of greater 
than 50 hectares  

Land having the land use 
code of 40A,40B  

6 
Telecommunications 

Those lands within the Shire used or 
capable of being used for 
telecommunications purposes.  

Land having the land use 
code of 36A,36B, or 91  

7.1  
Commercial 
Birdsville Operating 

Those lands within Birdsville used or 
capable of being used for commercial 
purposes and/or which in full or part 
provides goods and/or services to 
visitors/travellers.  

Land identified as area A 
on Birdsville Map 3 and 
having a land use code of 
10, 11, 13, 17, 18, 19, 21, 
22, 23, 24, 25, 27, 30, 34, 
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36A, 36B, 38, 41, 42, 43, 
44, 47, 49, 51, 52, 55, 56, 
57, 58, 91, 95, 97, or 99  

7.2  
Commercial 
Bedourie Operating 

Those lands within Bedourie used or 
capable of being used for commercial 
purposes and/or which in full or part 
provides goods and/or services to 
visitors/travellers.  

Land identified as area A 
on Bedourie Map 1 and 
having a land use code of 
10, 11, 13, 17, 18, 19, 21, 
22, 23, 24, 25, 27,30, 34, 
36A, 36B, 38, 41, 42, 43, 
44, 47, 49, 51, 52, 55, 56, 
57, 58, 91, 95, 97, or 99 
 

7.3  
Commercial 
Birdsville Non-
Operating 

Those lands within Birdsville capable 
of being used for commercial 
purposes but do not provide services 
to tourists/travellers.  

Land identified as area A 
on Birdsville Map 3 and 
having a land use code of 
10, 11, 13, 17, 18, 19, 21, 
22, 23, 24, 25, 27, 30,34, 
36A, 36B, 38, 41, 42, 43, 
44, 47, 49, 51, 52, 55, 56, 
57, 58, 91, 95, 97, or 99 
 

8 
Industrial 

Those lands within the Shire used or 
capable of being used for industrial 
purposes.  

Land identified as area A 
on Bedourie Map 1 or area 
A on Birdsville Map 3 
having a land use code of 
01, 28, 29, 31, 33, 35, 36A, 
36B, 37A.  

9 
Intensive 
Accommodation 

All land predominately used or 
capable of being used for providing 
intensive accommodation for more 
than 50 people (other than the 
ordinary travelling public) in rooms, 
suites, or caravan sites specifically 
built or provided for this purpose.   
Land within this category is 
commonly known as “workers 
accommodation”, “single person’s 
quarters”, “work camps”, 
“accommodation village” or 
“barracks”.  

Land having a land use 
code of 44  

10 
Petroleum Lease 

All Petroleum Leases issued within 
the Council area. 

Land having a land use 
code of 40C 

11 
Petroleum Other 

All land, used or capable of being 
used primarily for gas and/or oil 
extraction and/or processing (or for 
purposes ancillary or associated with 
gas and/or oil extraction /processing 
such as water storage, pipelines), 
excluding Category 10 
petroleum leases.  

Land having a land use 
code of 40C  

12 
Geothermal Lease 

All geothermal leases issued within 
the Council area.  

Land having a land use 
code of 40D  
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13 
Geothermal Other 

All land, used or capable of being 
used primarily for geothermal 
extraction and/or processing (or for 
purposes ancillary or associated 
with geothermal extraction 
/processing such as water storage, 
pipelines), excluding Category 12 
geothermal leases. 
 

Land having a land use 
code of 40D  

14 
Power Station 

All land, within the Council area, used 
or capable of be used for or ancillary 
to the generation and transmission of 
electricity.  

Land having a land use 
code of 90 or 91  

(b) Council resolves to delegate to the Chief Executive Officer pursuant to section 257 of the 
Local Government Act 2009 the power, pursuant to sections 81(4) and 81(5) of the Local 
Government Regulation 2012, to identify the rating category to which each parcel of 
rateable land belongs. 

(c) Pursuant to section 94 of the Local Government Act 2009 and section 80 of the Local 
Government Regulation 2012, Council resolves that the differential general rate to be 
made and levied for each differential general rate category and, pursuant to section 77 
of the Local Government Regulation 2012, the minimum general rate to be made and 
levied for each differential general rate category, is as follows:  

Differential General Rate Category 2026/2027 
Minimum general 

rate per year 

2026/2027 
% Rate in $UCV 

per year 

1 Bedourie $755 5.0954 

2 Betoota $551 5.0954 

3 Birdsville $755 5.0954 

4.1 ≤$10M <200,000 Ha $2,960 0.2462 

4.2 ≤$10M & ≥200,000 Ha $2,960 0.3464 

4.3 >$10M <200,000 Ha $2,960 0.3575 

4.4 >$10M & ≥200,000 to 500,000 Ha $2,960 0.2305 

4.5 >$10M & ≥500,000 to 900,000 Ha $2,960 0.3698 

4.6 >$10M & ≥900,000 Ha $2,960 0.3060 

5.1 Mining Small $1,888 44.4032 

5.2 Mining Medium $18,436 56.7125 

5.3 Mining Large $96,283 66.7830 

5.4 Mining Other $96,283 66.7830 

6 Telecommunications $948 7.7899 

7.1 Commercial Birdsville Operating $853 16.9286 

7.2 Commercial Bedourie Operating $853 8.4808 

7.3 Commercial Birdsville Non-Operating $871 6.6028 

8 Industrial $933 2.7622 
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9 Intensive Accommodation $40,752 52.7124 

10 Petroleum Lease $22,246 57.6417 

11 Petroleum Other $11.140 57.6417 

12 Geothermal Lease $22,246 57.6417 

13 Geothermal Other $5,985 57.6417 

14 Power Station $10,158 70.6935 
 

 

BACKGROUND 

Each year, as part of the adoption of the Annual Budget, Council is required to adopt the differential 
rating categories under which rates will be levied for the year as well as the differential rates and 
minimums to be levied. Properties in the Diamantina Shire local government area have not been 
subjected to a land revaluation by the Valuer-General in the current year.  

Increases of: 

➢ 6% for the Bedourie, Betoota and Birdsville Township Rating categories 
➢ 5% for the Rural Rating categories 
➢ 5% for all other Rating categories 

are proposed.  No limiting of rate increases will apply for the 2026/27 financial year. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

Corporate Plan 2022-2027 

Theme 

4 Our Organisation 

Long Term Goal 

4.1 Is a sustainable and effective organisation. 

LEGISLATION 

• Local Government Act 2009 

• Local Government Regulation 2012 

FINANCE AND RESOURCES 

As provided in this report. 

CONSULTATION 

• Mayor and Councillors 

• Julianne Meier – Chief Executive Officer 

• Jade Nacario – Director of Corporate Services 

• Relevant Managers 

• Mead Perry - Consultant 

RISK MANAGEMENT 

• Risks are within normal operational parameters. 
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7.5 2026/2027 Utility Charges - Water 
REPORT TYPE: Budget Decision Report 

DIRECTORATE: Corporate Services   

AUTHOR(S): Jo-Ann Atkinson, Rates and Debtors Officer 

AUTHORISER: Julianne Meier, Chief Executive Officer 

ATTACHMENTS: Nil 
  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This report provides the details of the Water Utility charges for the 2026/2027 financial year. 

RECOMMENDATION 

1. That:  

(a) Pursuant to sections 94 of the Local Government Act 2009 and section 99 of the Local 
Government Regulation 2012, Council resolves to make and levy water utility charges, 
for the supply of water services by the Council, as follows: 

I. 2026/2027 Fixed Rate Water Charge 

Water Charges for the land use descriptions in the table below will be charged as 
an annual fixed rate lump sum for access and consumption. 

Description of Land 2025/2026 Fixed Rate Water Charge 

Vacant Unconnected Land   $570 

Vacant Connected Land   $633 

Detached Dwelling   $633 

Attached Dwelling Unit -each   $506 

 

II. 2026/2027 Water Supply Unit Charge 

Water charges for the land use descriptions in the table below will be based on 
the following: 

1. Each unit is equivalent to a water entitlement of 200kL. 

2. Water charges will be based on the number of units by an amount ($62.45) 
per unit per annum. 

 

Water Charge Amount 

Per Unit $62.45 
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Description of Land Bedourie 
Water 
Supply 
(No of 
water 
Units) 

$ No of 
units x 

water unit 
charge 
$62.45 

Birdsville 
Water 
Supply 
(No of 
water 
Units) 

$ No of 
units x 

water unit 
charge 
$62.45 

Motels – per accommodation 
Unit   

4 $249.80 4 $249.80 

Hotels   15 $936.75 15 $936.75 

Health Clinic   15 $936.75 15 $936.75 

School   20 $1,249.00 20 $1,249.00 

Caravan Parks per shower   6 $374.70 6 $374.70 

Commercial or Industrial 
Premises   

10 $624.50 10 $624.50 

Intensive Accommodation per 
shower   

4 $249.80 4 $249.80 

Geothermal Power Station   0 $0.00 500 $31,225.00 

Stock Trough   15 $936.75 15 $936.75 

Council Outdoor Sports Facility   20 $1,249.00 20 $1,249.00 

Where more than one (1) class of 
building is on the same parcel of 
land.  

Each use on the land is aggregated to determine 
the total water units to be charged to the land. 
Example: where a hotel and a detached dwelling 
are on the same lot in Bedourie, a total of 25 
units of water would be charged (15 for hotel and 
10 for dwelling) 

 

(b) Apply the above levied water utility charges in accordance with the further detail 
provided in Council’s adopted Revenue Statement 2026/2027. 

 

BACKGROUND 

Water charges are determined, collected and used for the purpose of defraying the cost of planning and 
constructing water infrastructure including interest and redemption charges incurred by Council and 
the cost of operating, maintaining and managing the water supply systems in Bedourie and Birdsville. 

a. Pursuant to section 99 of the Local Government Regulation 2012, water utility charges be 
made and levied by the Council upon all lands within the water area for the supply of water 
services by the Council. 

b. The basis and principles of the water charges be based on the charging methodology for 
specific land uses outlined in Tables A and B and applies to all lands within the water area.  
For Table B, each unit is equivalent to a water entitlement of 200KI. 

c. Water charges for the Land Uses as described in Table A below will be charged as an annual 
fixed rate lump sum for access and consumption. 

d. Water charges for the Land Uses as described in Table B will be based on a water charge based 
on an amount per unit per annum (the value of a unit is as per Table 3 below). Where land is 
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used for more than one use e.g. shop and dwelling, office and dwelling, caravan park and 
motel (or the like), the annual charge shall be levied in respect of each separate use. 

e. For the purposes of Table A, "Vacant Unconnected Land" is vacant land where town water is 
available and to which the Council is prepared to supply water but is not connected to the 
water service. 

f. Where a service is provided for part of a year, a pro-rata charge shall be levied. 

g. Water connections are not metered. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

Corporate Plan 2022-2027 

Theme 

4 Our Organisation 

Long Term Goal 

4.1 Is a sustainable and effective organisation. 

Revenue Policy 

Revenue Statement 

LEGISLATION 

Local Government Act 2009 

Local Government Regulation 2012 

FINANCE AND RESOURCES 

Council will begin to receive payments of rates once the notices are issued, and mostly before the due 
date on 21 October. 

CONSULTATION 

Mayor and Councillors 

Julianne Meier - Chief Executive Officer 

Jade Nacario – Director Corporate Services 

Mead Perry Group 

RISK MANAGEMENT 

Adoption of utility charges are in accordance with sections 94 of the Local Government Act 2009 and 
chapter 4, part 7 of the Local Government Regulation 2012. 

TIMINGS/DEADLINES 

The budget must be adopted before 1 August and in accordance with the requirements of the Local 
Government Act 2009 and Local Government Regulation 2012. 

HUMAN RIGHTS CONSIDERATIONS 

Under the Human Rights Act 2019, Council must not make a decision without considering and 
assessing the potential impact to human rights and giving consideration to any impacts before making 
a decision.   
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Officers consider that there are no human rights implications relevant to Council’s decision in this 
matter. 

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED 

Nil. 
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7.6 2026/2027 Utility Charges - Waste Management 
REPORT TYPE: Budget Decision Report 

DIRECTORATE: Corporate Services   

AUTHOR(S): Jo-Ann Atkinson, Rates and Debtors Officer 

AUTHORISER: Julianne Meier, Chief Executive Officer 

ATTACHMENTS: Nil 
  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This report on the waste management utility charges to be levied for the financial year 2026/2027 is 
presented for adoption. 

RECOMMENDATION 

1. That: 

(a) Pursuant to sections 94 of the Local Government Act 2009 and section 99 of the Local 
Government Regulation 2012, Council resolves to make and levy waste management 
utility charges, for the supply of waste management services by the Council, as follows: 

Waste Collection Charges Charge applied to: 

Collection Charge - Residential • Each premises’ is allocated one (1) 240-litre 
mobile garbage bin and is serviced weekly. 

• If requested, each additional 240-litre weekly mobile 
garbage bin serviced on the normal bin collection 
day  

Collection Charge – Non 
residential  

• Each property with a structure is allocated one 
(1) 240-litre mobile garbage bin and is serviced 
weekly. 

 
• If requested, each additional 240-litre weekly 

mobile garbage bin service. 
 
• Council’s Environmental Health Officer will 

determine minimum bin numbers for any premise 
that is regulated by government legislation.  

Waste Management Charge Amount 

Per 240 litre bin $150.00 

 

(b) Council apply the above levied waste management charges in accordance with the 
further detail provided in Council’s adopted Revenue Statement 2026/2027. 
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BACKGROUND 

Council will provide a garbage collection service and disposal facilities to all domestic and commercial 
premises within the townships of Bedourie and Birdsville. 

A Waste Management Charge will be levied on all assessments within the townships of Bedourie and 
Birdsville.  This utility charge is intended to cover the cost of providing the bin and the collection service 
each Tuesday and to maintain the landfill site.  Council is to subsidise the operational cost of Waste 
Management as the revenue collected does not fully cover the associated costs. 

The charges for the service are annual charges and are not reduced for periods of time when the 
premises are unoccupied. 

The table below shows the historical operational revenue and expenditure of Waste Management in the 
last 5 years.   

Financial Year Waste Management 
Charge Total Revenue Total Expenditure 

2025/2026 $128.00 $40,576.00 $132,222.70 

2024/2025 $122.50 $38,769.10 $201,437.41 

2023/2024 $118.16 $37,456.72 $245,093.70 

2022/2023 $113.62 $36,017.54 $224,505.97 

2021/2022 $108.21 $34,086.15 $183,043.47 

 

DISCUSSION 

Waste collection charges are determined on a user pays basis and collected and used for the purpose 
of defraying the cost of supplying a waste collection service for the removal and disposal of waste in 
Bedourie and Birdsville. The charges are set to recover waste collection costs including:  

• Waste service administration  

• Waste collection  

• Provision of a suitable mobile garbage bin (and its replacement due to fair wear and tear)  

• Waste minimisation and reduction education  

The waste collection charges will apply to all improved rateable and non-rateable properties which are 
either contained wholly or partly within the declared water or sewer areas in Bedourie or Birdsville, as 
per the table.  

I. No adjustment shall be made for non-occupancy or use of premises less than 6 months in 
duration. No adjustment shall be made for non-occupancy or use of premises until written 
advice is given to Council and only from the date of receipt of that advice and the return of the 
relevant bins provided to Council,  

II. Charges for waste collection service will commence upon the premises being considered to be 
occupied and the delivery of the 240-litre bin to the premises by Council. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

Corporate Plan 2022-2027 

Theme 

4 Our Organisation 

Long Term Goal 
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4.1 Is a sustainable and effective organisation. 

POLICY 

Revenue Policy 

Revenue Statement 

LEGISLATION 

• Local Government Act 2009 

• Local Government Regulation 2012 

FINANCE AND RESOURCES 

As presented in the report. 

CONSULTATION 

• Mayor and Councillors 

• Julianne Meier – Chief Executive Officer 

• Jade Nacario – Director of Corporate Services 

• Relevant Managers 

• Mead Perry - Consultant 

RISK MANAGEMENT 

Adoption of the waste management utility charges are in accordance with sections 94 of the Local 
Government Act 2009 and chapter 4, part 7 of the Local Government Regulation 2012. 

TIMINGS/DEADLINES 

The budget must be adopted before 1 August and in accordance with the requirements of the Local 
Government Act 2009 and Local Government Regulation 2012. 

HUMAN RIGHTS CONSIDERATIONS 

Under the Human Rights Act 2019, Council must not make a decision without considering and 
assessing the potential impact to human rights and giving consideration to any impacts before making 
a decision.   

Officers consider that there are no human rights implications relevant to Council’s decision in this 
matter. 

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED 

Nil.  
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7.7 2026/2027 Utility Charges - Sewerage 
REPORT TYPE: Budget Decision Report 

DIRECTORATE: Corporate Services   

AUTHOR(S): Jo-Ann Atkinson, Rates and Debtors Officer 

AUTHORISER: Julianne Meier, Chief Executive Officer 

ATTACHMENTS: Nil 
  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Each year, as part of the adoption of the Annual Budget, Council is required to adopt the Sewerage 
Utility charges. This report provides the details of the CED Sewerage Utility Charges for the 2026/2027 
financial year. 

RECOMMENDATION 

1. That: 

(a) Pursuant to section 94 of the Local Government Act 2009 and Section 99 of the Local 
Government Regulation 2012, Council resolves to make and levy sewerage utility 
charges for the supply of sewerage services by the Council, as follows: 

(i) Common Effluent Disposal (CED) is a sewage collection system that consists of 
septic tanks on each property. Each tank may be connected to the reticulation 
sewerage system, which conveys the sewage to either a centralised wastewater 
treatment plant or to a lagoon sewage treatment facility. 

(ii) Revenue from these charges is used for the purpose of defraying the cost of 
planning and constructing sewerage infrastructure including any interest and 
redemption charges incurred by Council, and the cost of operating, maintaining 
and managing the sewerage system. The charge is set to recover these costs.  

(iii) Sewerage charges as set out hereunder in Schedule below, be made and levied in 
accordance with the several bases set out hereunder for the supply of a common 
effluent drainage system (CED) by the Council. 

(iv) A CED sewerage utility charge will apply to all properties that are contained either 
wholly or partly within the declared sewered area or outside the declared sewered 
area but connected or may be connected to Council’s sewerage system, will apply 
to all improved rateable properties and non-rateable properties which are 
connected to the Council’s CED systems. 

 

CED Connected Sewerage Charge Amount 

Connected Sewerage Charge $220.00 
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CED Scheme Charge applies to: % of CED 
Sewerage 

Connected 
Charge 

$ - % of CED 
Sewerage 

Connected 
Charge 

Connected 
Sewerage 
Charge 

• Each single residential 
dwelling. 

• Each unit in a multi-unit 
dwelling. 

• Each WC pedestal or urinal 
in non-residential 
premises. 

• The first WC pedestal or 
urinal in an assessment 
with a land use of Hotel, 
Motel, Caravan Park and 
other approved Council 
commercial lodgings. 

100% of 
Connected 
Sewerage 

Charge 

$220 

2+ Pedestals 
Sewerage 
Charge 

• The second and each 
additional WC Pedestal or 
urinal on an assessment with 
a land use of Hotel, Motel, 
Caravan Park and other 
approved Council 
commercial lodgings. 

40% of 
Connected 
Sewerage 

Charge 

$88 

Unconnected 
Sewerage 
Charge 

• Vacant land that is able to be 
connected to Council’s CED 
sewerage system. 

95% of 
Connected 
Sewerage 

Charge 

$209 

 

 

(b) Council apply the above levied sewerage utility charges in accordance with the further 
detail provided in Council’s adopted Revenue Statement 2026/2027. 

BACKGROUND 

Council operates a common effluent drainage system (CED) in both Bedourie and Birdsville.  
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STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

Corporate Plan 2022-2027 

Theme 

4 Our Organisation 

Long Term Goal 

4 Our Organisation 

4.1 Is a sustainable and effective organisation. 

POLICY 

Revenue Policy 

Revenue Statement 

LEGISLATION 

Local Government Act 2009  

Local Government Regulation 2012 

FINANCE AND RESOURCES 

Increases have been included in the operational budget. 

CONSULTATION 

Mayor and Councillors 
Julianne Meier – Chief Executive Officer 
Jade Nacario – Director Corporate Services 
Mead Perry Group - Consultants 

RISK MANAGEMENT 

Council has applied conservative increases to support the cost of operating the CED system.  If Council 
does not apply some cost increases, then the increasing costs of maintaining the network will impact 
Council’s sustainability. 

TIMINGS/DEADLINES 

The budget must be adopted before 1 August and in accordance with the requirements of the Local 
Government Act 2009 and Local Government Regulation 2012. 

HUMAN RIGHTS CONSIDERATIONS 

Under the Human Rights Act 2019, Council must not make a decision without considering and 
assessing the potential impact to human rights and giving consideration to any impacts before making 
a decision. 

Officers consider that there are no human rights implications relevant to Council’s decision in this 
matter. 

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED 

Council reviewed typical residential sewerage charges for other Councils and how the charges have 
changed over the years.  Diamantina has typically had lower charges compared with other Councils. 

Several options were considered, and the most equitable option has been adopted. 
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7.8 2026/2027 Discount for Prompt Payment on Rates and Utility Charges 
REPORT TYPE: Budget Decision Report 

DIRECTORATE: Corporate Services   

AUTHOR(S): Jo-Ann Atkinson, Rates and Debtors Officer 

AUTHORISER: Julianne Meier, Chief Executive Officer 

ATTACHMENTS: Nil 
  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The purpose of this report is for Council to adopt the discount on rates and charges and the period 
within which the rates must be paid. 

RECOMMENDATION 

1. That: 

Pursuant to section 130 of the Local Government Regulation 2012, the rates and charges made 
and levied for the differential rating categories shall be subject to a discount of 15% if paid 
within the discount period of sixty (60) days from the date of issue of the rate notice provided 
that: 

a) all rates and charges are paid not later than sixty (60) days from the date of issue of the 
rate notice; and  

b) all other rates and charges appearing on the rate notice (that are not subject to a 
discount) are paid not later than sixty (60) days from the date of issue of the rate notice; 
and  

c) all other overdue rates and charges relating to the rateable assessment are paid not 
later than sixty (60) days from the date of issue of the rate notice. 

 

BACKGROUND 

Section 130 of the Local Government Regulation 2012, Discount for prompt payment of rates or charges 
states: 

1. A local government may decide to allow a discount for payment of rates or charges before the 
end  of the discount period.  

2. The amount of the discount and the discount period may differ for different rating categories of 
rateable land.  

3. The discount period is a period that ends on or before the due date for payment.  

Example of discount period 
• 1 month before the due date for payment 

• a period of 1 month ending 2 weeks before the due date for payment 

4. The local government must, by resolution, make the decision at its budget meeting.  

5. The resolution must state—  

a) whether the discount is to be— 
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i. a fixed amount; or  

ii. a percentage of the rates or charges; and 

b) if the discount is to be a fixed amount—the amount; and  

c) if the discount is to be a percentage of the rates or charges—the percentage; and  

d) whether the discount applies only if—  

i. other rates or charges are paid; or  

ii. an amount, including any interest on the amount, is paid for work that was 
performed by the local government under a remedial notice issued under the 
Act; and  

e) the discount period.  

6. The local government may allow more than 1 discount period for rates or charges only if the 
local government’s resolution—  

a) states more than 1 discount period for the rates or charges; and  

b) allows a different discount for each discount period.  

7. The local government may, by resolution, change the discount period to end on a later day (the 
new discount day).  

8. However, if the discount period is changed under subsection (7), the local government must 
also, by resolution, change the due date for payment to a later day that is no earlier than the new 
discount day.  

9. If the local government decides to allow a discount for a discount period, it must allow the 
discount to all ratepayers who pay the rates or charges before the end of the discount period.  

10. If a local government is satisfied a ratepayer has been prevented, by circumstances beyond 
their control, from paying the rates or charges in time to get a discount, the local government 
may still allow the discount.  

11. A ratepayer is not entitled to a discount for paying in full rates or charges for land by the end of 
a discount period if other rates or charges for the land are overdue 

DISCUSSION 

No changes have been proposed for the discount and the discount period for the 2026/2027 financial 
year. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

Corporate Plan 2022-2027 

Theme 

4 Our Organisation 

Long Term Goal 

4.1 Is a sustainable and effective organisation. 

POLICY 

Revenue Policy 

Revenue Statement 
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LEGISLATION 

Local Government Regulation 2012 

FINANCE AND RESOURCES 

Within budgetary allocation. 

CONSULTATION 

Mayor and Councillors 

Julianne Meier – Chief Executive Officer 

Jade Nacario – Director Corporate Services 

RISK MANAGEMENT 

The budget must be adopted before 1 August and in accordance with the requirements of the Local 
Government Act 2009 and Local Government Regulation 2012. 

TIMINGS/DEADLINES 

The budget must be adopted before 1 August and in accordance with the requirements of the Local 
Government Act 2009 and Local Government Regulation 2012. 

HUMAN RIGHTS CONSIDERATIONS 

Under the Human Rights Act 2019, Council must not make a decision without considering and 
assessing the potential impact to human rights and giving consideration to any impacts before making 
a decision. 

Officers consider that there are no human rights implications relevant to Council’s decision in this 
matter. 

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED 

No alternatives have been considered for the discount on prompt payment of rates and charges. 
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7.9 2026/2027 Interest on Overdue Rates and Charges 
REPORT TYPE: Budget Decision Report 

DIRECTORATE: Corporate Services   

AUTHOR(S): Jo-Ann Atkinson, Rates and Debtors Officer 

AUTHORISER: Julianne Meier, Chief Executive Officer 

ATTACHMENTS: Nil 
  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The purpose of this report is to present the interest to be charged on overdue rates and charges for 
adoption. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That: 

Pursuant to section 133 of the Local Government Regulation 2012, compound interest on daily 
rests at the rate of 8.25% per annum is to be charged on all overdue rates and charges. 

 

BACKGROUND 

Local Government Regulation 2012, Section 133 - Interest on overdue rates or charges  

 1)  Interest is payable on overdue rates or charges from –  

  (a)  the day the rates or charges become overdue; or  

  (b)  a later day decided by the local government.  

 2)  Interest must be calculated –  

  (a)  on daily rests and as compound interest; or  

  (b)  in another way the local government decides, if an equal or lower amount will be 
   payable.  

 3)  The rate of interest payable is —  

  (a)  for a day before 1 July 2019—an annual rate, of not more than 11%, decided by the 
   local government; or  

  (b)  for a day on or after 1 July 2019—an annual rate, of not more than the prescribed rate 
   for the day, decided by the local government.  

 4)  A decision of the local government under this section must —  

  (a)  apply equally to all ratepayers; and 

  (b)  for a decision under subsection (3)(b)—be made by resolution at the local  
   government’s budget meeting for the financial year that includes the day to which the 
   decision relates. 

 5)  In this section — bank bill yield rate, for a day, means the monthly average yield of 90-day 
  bank accepted bills published by the Reserve Bank of Australia for the month of March in 
  the financial year immediately before the financial year in which the day occurs.  
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  Editor’s note 

  The monthly average yield of 90-day bank accepted bills can be accessed on the Reserve 
  Bank of Australia’s website.  

  prescribed rate, for a day, means the rate that is the sum of —  

  (a)  the bank bill yield rate for the day, rounded to 2 decimal places; and  

  (b)  8%.  

 

For the 2026/2027 financial year, the maximum amount of interest that can be calculated on overdue 
rates and charges is 12.19%. The table below shows the comparative interest rates applied between 
maximum interest rate as advised by the department and Diamantina Shire Council interest on overdue 
rates. 

 

Financial Year Maximum Interest Rate Diamantina Shire Council 
Interest on overdue rates 

2025-26 12.12% 8.25% 

2024-25 12.35% 4% 

2023-24 11.64% 4% 

2022-23 8.17% 3.27% 

2021-22 8.03% 6.35% 

 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

Corporate Plan 2022-2027 

Theme 

4 Our Organisation 

Long Term Goal 

4.1 Is a sustainable and effective organisation. 

POLICY 

Revenue Policy 

Revenue Statement 

LEGISLATION 

Local Government Act 2009 

Local Government Regulation 2012 

FINANCE AND RESOURCES 

The increase in interest is not expected to have a significant impact on Council’s budget. 

CONSULTATION 

Mayor and Councillors 
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Julianne Meier – Chief Executive Officer 

Jade Nacario – Director Corporate Services 

Mead Perry Group – Consultants 

Department of Local Government, Water and Volunteers 

RISK MANAGEMENT 

The budget must be adopted before 1 August and in accordance with the requirements of the Local 
Government Act 2009 and Local Government Regulation 2012. 

TIMINGS/DEADLINES 

The budget must be adopted before 1 August and in accordance with the requirements of the Local 
Government Act 2009 and Local Government Regulation 2012. 

HUMAN RIGHTS CONSIDERATIONS 

Under the Human Rights Act 2019, Council must not make a decision without considering and 
assessing the potential impact to human rights and giving consideration to any impacts before making 
a decision. 

Officers consider that there are no human rights implications relevant to Council’s decision in this 
matter. 

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED 

Diamantina Shire Council has historically charged a lower interest on outstanding rates than other 
Councils and under the maximum rate (see attached).   

The table below shows interest charged by other Councils for the 2025/2026 financial year. 

 

Council Interest Rate % 2025/2026 

Boulia 12.12% 

Barcoo 12.12% 

Bulloo 12.12% 

Quilpie 12% 

Winton 12.12% 
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7.10 2026/2027 Levy and Payment of Rates and Charges 
REPORT TYPE: Budget Decision Report 

DIRECTORATE: Corporate Services   

AUTHOR(S): Jo-Ann Atkinson, Rates and Debtors Officer 

AUTHORISER: Julianne Meier, Chief Executive Officer 

ATTACHMENTS: Nil 
  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This report presents the levy and payment periods for the 2026/2027 rates and charges for adoption. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

1. That: 

a) Pursuant to section 107 of the Local Government Regulation 2012 and section 1520 
of the Fire Services Act 1990, Council’s rates and charges, and the State 
Government’s Emergency Management Levy be levied annually, with billing period 
beginning: 

I. August/September 

b) Pursuant to section 118 of the Local Government Regulation 2012, Council resolves 
that Council’s rates and charges, and the State Government’s Emergency 
Management Levy, must be paid not later than within 60 days after the date of the 
issue of the rate notice. 

 

BACKGROUND 

Section 107 - Issue of and period covered by rate notice  

1. A rate notice may only be issued— 

a) for utility charges, for a period of at least 1 month, that the local government considers 
appropriate; and  

b) for other rates or charges, for the whole or part of a financial year as the local government 
considers appropriate. 

2. However, the rate notice for the rates mentioned in subsection (1)(b) must be issued for the 
same period for all ratepayers.  

3. If a person who is liable to pay rates or charges for a period pays the rates or charges before the 
local government gives the person a rate notice for the period, the local government is not 
required to give the person a rate notice for the period.  

4. However, the local government must, at least once each year, issue a rate notice for each parcel 
of rateable land for a period of no longer than a financial year 

The proposed issue date for the 2026/2027 financial year Rate Notice is as presented in the table below: 

Issue Date Proposed Due Date 

Thursday, 20th August 2026 Tuesday 20th October 2026 
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STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

Corporate Plan 2022-2027 

Theme 

4 Our Organisation 

Long Term Goal 

4.1 Is a sustainable and effective organisation. 

POLICY 

Revenue Policy 

Revenue Statement 

LEGISLATION 

Local Government Act 2009 

Local Government Regulation 2012 

FINANCE AND RESOURCES 

Council will begin to receive payments of rates once the notices are issued, and mostly before the due 
date on 20th October 2026. 

CONSULTATION 

Mayor and Councillors 

Julianne Meier - Chief Executive Officer 

Jade Nacario – Director Corporate Services 

RISK MANAGEMENT 

The budget must be adopted before 1 August and in accordance with the requirements of the Local 
Government Act 2009 and Local Government Regulation 2012. 

TIMINGS/DEADLINES 

The budget must be adopted before 1 August and in accordance with the requirements of the Local 
Government Act 2009 and Local Government Regulation 2012. 

HUMAN RIGHTS CONSIDERATIONS 

Under the Human Rights Act 2019, Council must not make a decision without considering and 
assessing the potential impact to human rights and giving consideration to any impacts before making 
a decision. 

Officers consider that there are no human rights implications relevant to Council’s decision in this 
matter. 

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED 

Only the issue date in August and due date in October were considered. 
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7.11 2026/2027 Separate Charge - Environmental Levy 
REPORT TYPE: Budget Decision Report 

DIRECTORATE: Corporate Services   

AUTHOR(S): Jo-Ann Atkinson, Rates and Debtors Officer 

AUTHORISER: Julianne Meier, Chief Executive Officer 

ATTACHMENTS: Nil 
  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This report provides for consideration of levying the Environmental Levy Separate Charge and the 
application of the collected revenue. 

The revenue from the Environmental Levy Separate Charge will be used exclusively to fund identified 
environmental and waste management initiatives, including but not limited to waste facility operations, 
landfill site rehabilitation, environmental monitoring programs, public education on waste 
minimisation, and compliance activities related to waste disposal.  

RECOMMENDATION 

1. That Council, pursuant to section 94 of the Local Government Act 2009 and Section 103 of the 
Local Government Regulation 2012, resolve to levy a separate charge, Environmental Levy 
Separate Charge, for the 2026/2027 financial year as set out in Council's Revenue Statement 
and, as contained in the Annual Budget 2026/2027 document, as follows: 

 

Separate Charge Amount 

Environmental Levy per rateable assessment $150.00 
 

 

BACKGROUND 

Pursuant to section 94 of the Local Government Act 2009 and section 103 of the Local Government 
Regulation 2012, Council will make and levy a separate charge (to be known as the “Environmental Levy 
Separate Charge”), to be levied equally on all rateable land in the shire. The revenue from this Levy will 
be used exclusively to fund identified environmental and waste management initiatives, including but 
not limited to waste facility operations, landfill site rehabilitation, environmental monitoring programs, 
public education on waste minimisation, and compliance activities related to waste disposal. 

DISCUSSION 

As above 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

Corporate Plan 2022-2027 

 

 

POLICY 

Revenue Policy 
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Revenue Statement 

LEGISLATION 

Local Government Act 2009  

Local Government Regulation 2012 

FINANCE AND RESOURCES 

Environmental Levy Separate Charge will be used exclusively to fund identified environmental and 
waste management initiatives. 

CONSULTATION 

Mayor and Councillors 

Julianne Meier – Chief Executive Officer 

Jade Nacario – Director Corporate Services 

Mead Perry Group - Consultants 

RISK MANAGEMENT 

Nil 

TIMINGS/DEADLINES 

The budget must be adopted before 1 August and in accordance with the requirements of the Local 
Government Act 2009 and Local Government Regulation 2012. 

HUMAN RIGHTS CONSIDERATIONS 

Under the Human Rights Act 2019, Council must not make a decision without considering and 
assessing the potential impact to human rights and giving consideration to any impacts before making 
a decision. 

Officers consider that there are no human rights implications relevant to Council’s decision in this 
matter. 

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED 

Nil 
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7.12 30 June 2026 Statement of Estimated Financial Position 
REPORT TYPE: Budget Decision Report 

DIRECTORATE: Corporate Services   

AUTHOR(S): Jade Nacario, Director Corporate Services 

AUTHORISER: Julianne Meier, Chief Executive Officer 

ATTACHMENTS: 1. Estimated Financial Statements 30 June 2026 ⇩  

  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This report presents the Statement of Estimated Financial Position for the 2025/2026 financial year for 
noting. 

RECOMMENDATION 

1. Pursuant to section 205 of the Local Government Regulation 2012, the statement of the 
financial operations and financial position of the Council in respect of the 2025/2026 financial 
year be received and its contents noted. 

 

BACKGROUND 

In accordance with the Local Government Regulation 2012, the Chief Executive Officer must present a 
Statement of Estimated Financial Position at the annual budget meeting. The statement outlines 
Council's estimated financial operations and financial position for the current financial year and 
provides an indication of the anticipated year-end result. 

Throughout the financial year, Council receives monthly financial reports which monitor actual 
financial performance against budget. The Statement of Estimated Financial Position incorporates the 
most recent forecast information available and reflects the anticipated financial outcome for the year 
ending 30 June 2026. 

Council has undertaken a review of its current operating revenues and expenditures. The table below 
compares the original budget with the estimated financial position at year end. 

 

 Original Budget Estimated Position 

Total Operating Revenues 24,150,577 28,583,414 

Total Operating Expenditures                        29,246,999 33,839,667 
Net Operating Deficit (5,096,423) (4,256,253) 

 

DISCUSSION 

Operating result indicates a deficit result from operations of $(4,256,253) compared with a budget 
deficit of $(5,096,423), representing a favourable variance of $840,170  

The primary factors contributing to the improved forecast result include: 

• Revenue of approximately $1.6 million recognised in 2025–2026 relating to Queensland 
Reconstruction Authority (QRA) Emergency Works undertaken during the 2024–2025 financial 
year. 
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• Fleet and Plant operations are forecast to achieve a net result approximately $2.0 million 
below budget. This is primarily due to lower plant utilisation arising from flood events and 
higher operating costs than originally budgeted. 

These unfavourable impacts have been partially offset by the recognition of QRA revenue and 
other operational variances across the organisation. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

Corporate Plan 2022-2027 

Theme 

4 Our Organisation 

Long Term Goal 

4.1 Is a sustainable and effective organisation. 

POLICY 

Nil. 

LEGISLATION 

Local Government Act 2009 
Local Government Regulation 2012 

FINANCE AND RESOURCES 

The current estimate shows a significant overspend to budget. 

CONSULTATION 

Mayor and Councillors 
Chief Executive Officer 
Directors and Managers 

RISK MANAGEMENT 

Better communication around budget process and practices needs to be implemented with the 
upcoming budget, to ensure overspends are reported early.  Officers need to have better oversight over 
large funding programs and construction work and rely less on external consultants to perform this role.  
Practices are underway to ensure this occurs in future. 

TIMINGS/DEADLINES 

The budget must be adopted before 1 August and in accordance with the requirements of the Local 
Government Act 2009 and Local Government Regulation 2012. 

HUMAN RIGHTS CONSIDERATIONS 

Under the Human Rights Act 2019, Council must not make a decision without considering and 
assessing the potential impact to human rights and giving consideration to any impacts before making 
a decision. 

Officers consider that there are no human rights implications relevant to Council’s decision in this 
matter. 

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED 

Nil. 
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7.13 2026/2027 Adoption of Budget 
REPORT TYPE: Budget Decision Report 

DIRECTORATE: Corporate Services   

AUTHOR(S): Jade Nacario, Director Corporate Services 

AUTHORISER: Julianne Meier, Chief Executive Officer 

ATTACHMENTS: 1. 10 Year Financial Statements ⇩  
2. Revenue Statement 2026-2027 ⇩  
3. DSC - Revenue Policy 2026-2027 Adopted 20260518 ⇩  
4. Changes of Rates 2026-2027 ⇩  
5. Capital Projects 2026 - 2027 ⇩  
6. 3 Year Budget as at 30 June 2027-2029 ⇩  
7. Sustainability Ratios ⇩  

  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Council’s Annual Budget for 2026/2027 is presented for adoption by Council. The Annual Budget has 
been developed in accordance with the Local Government Act 2009 and the Local Government 
Regulation 2012. 

RECOMMENDATION 

1. That Budget 

a) Pursuant to sections 169 and 170 of the Local Government Regulation 2012, Council’s 
Budget for the 2026/2027 financial year, incorporating: 

i. The statements of Financial Position; 

ii. The statements of Cashflow; 

iii. The statements of Income and Expenditure; 

iv. The statements of Changes in Equity; 

v. The Long-term Financial Forecast; 

vi. The Revenue Statement; 

vii. The Revenue Policy (adopted by Council resolution CNL/26/014 on 18 May 2016;  

viii. The relevant measures of financial sustainability; and 

ix. The total value of the change, expressed as a percentage, in the rates and utility 
charges levied for the financial year compared with the rates and utility charges 
levied in the previous budget. 

as tabled be adopted. 

 

BACKGROUND 

Section 169 of the Local Government Regulation 2012 stipulates that the budget must be consistent 
with the following Council documents:  

• 5 year Corporate Plan; and  

• Annual Operational Plan  
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Section 170 of the Local Government Regulation 2012 requires Council to adopt, by resolution, a budget 
for each financial year. 

Pursuant to section 169 of the Local Government Regulation 2012 the Budget for 2026/2027 includes: 

• Financial statements for the financial year for which the budget is prepared and next two 
financial years; and 

• A long term financial forecast, revenue statement and revenue policy; and 

• Measures of financial sustainability for the financial year for which the budget is prepared and 
the next nine financial years; and 

• The total value of the change, expressed as a percentage, in the rates and utility charges levied 
for the financial year compared with the rates and utility charges levied in the previous budget. 

Council has prepared the Annual Operational Plan and Budget in accordance with the accounting and 
reporting procedures required under the Australian Accounting Standards Board (AASB) and in 
compliance with the Local Government Act 2009 and Local Government Regulation 2012. 

Financial Statements 

In developing the 2026–2027 Budget, Council has sought to balance the delivery of essential services, 
infrastructure investment and long-term financial sustainability. 

Key External Influences 

• Inflation and Cost Indices 

The budget has been prepared having regard to prevailing inflationary pressures and increases 
in Council's cost base. Key expenditure assumptions reflect expected increases in fuel, freight, 
construction materials, labour, utilities and insurance costs, consistent with current economic 
conditions and industry trends. 

• Interest Rates  

Council’s investment return assumptions align with Queensland Treasury Corporation (QTC). 
Interest on existing borrowings remains fixed based on prior drawdowns and forms part of the 
long-term financial forecast. 

• Disaster and Climate Impacts 

The region remains susceptible to seasonal weather events, including potential flooding. As the 
timing and extent of these events cannot be reliably predicted, no specific allowance has been 
included in the base budget. Council maintains contingency planning and liaises with QRA for 
recovery funding where applicable. 

• State and Federal Funding 

Council remains reliant on intergovernmental grants to support infrastructure and service 
delivery. Where no formal commitment has been received, funding has not been assumed in 
base projections. Budget allocations for grant-dependent projects will be reviewed and 
adjusted as funding outcomes become known. 

Internal Influences 
• Strategic priorities from the Corporate and Operational Plans 

• Workforce planning and Organisational Structure 

• Asset management and lifecycle renewal requirements 

• Service delivery reviews aimed at efficiency and effectiveness 

• Carryovers from 2025–2026 projects under delivery 
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• Rating and charging policy reviews 

Budget Principles 

The 2026–2027 Operational Budget has been framed under the following guiding principles: 

1. Maintain Council's long-term financial sustainability through responsible budgeting, prudent 
financial management and the effective allocation of available resources. 

2. Align budget allocations with adopted Corporate and Operational Plans 

3. Maintain stable rating and user charge policies aligned to fairness and community affordability 

4. Prioritise funding of essential services and infrastructure renewal 

5. Manage long-term asset condition to maximise community value 

6. Strengthen Council's financial resilience by identifying opportunities to increase Council-
controlled revenue and reduce reliance on external funding where practicable. 

7. Contain costs through service reviews, procurement discipline, and strategic workforce 
management 

8. Address financial risks through prudent forecasting, scenario modelling, and reserve planning 

9. Integrate long-term financial sustainability principles into all budget decisions 

10. Ensure transparency and accountability through clear reporting of assumptions, performance, 
and risks 

Financial Management Strategy 

Council's financial management strategy is designed to support the sustainable delivery of services, 
infrastructure and community outcomes while maintaining long-term financial resilience. 

The 2026–2027 Budget forecasts an operating deficit of $4.068 million and an EBITDA result of $3.959 
million. The forecast operating deficit is largely influenced by depreciation expenses of $7.796 million, 
which reflect the ongoing consumption of Council's infrastructure assets over time. While depreciation 
is a non-cash accounting expense, it highlights the challenge of funding the future renewal and 
replacement of Council's asset base. 

Long-term financial modelling identifies ongoing challenges associated with funding the renewal and 
replacement of Council's infrastructure assets. Council's future financial sustainability will continue to 
depend on prudent financial management, responsible cost control, effective asset management, 
Council-controlled revenue generation and the successful attraction of external funding.   

Council's Main Roads and recoverable works activities continue to play an important role in supporting 
Council's operational capacity and financial sustainability. These programs contribute to the effective 
utilisation of Council's workforce, plant and equipment while supporting the delivery of regional 
infrastructure outcomes. 

Council remains committed to strengthening its financial position through disciplined budgeting, 
strategic investment in priority infrastructure, continuous improvement initiatives and the ongoing 
review of service delivery and revenue opportunities. 

Council also recognises the strategic importance of maintaining a safe and reliable road network. 
Future planning will focus on prioritised maintenance, targeted renewal programs and efficient delivery 
models to maximise the value of available funding. 

Council will continue to monitor its financial performance and sustainability through regular financial 
reporting, budget reviews and long-term financial planning. 
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Long-Term Forecast Assumptions 

Revenue 

• Rates and Charges: (2026/2027) 

General Rates 

▪ Urban Rates   6% increase 

▪ Rural Rates   5% increase 

▪ All other ratepayers  5% increase 

Utility Charges 

▪ Waste    17.2% increase 
▪ Sewerage    10% increase 

▪ Water     8.6% increase 

Future years assume CPI-based increases of up to 3.5% 

• Other Revenues: Increased 3.25% annually, excluding Main Roads and DRFA Works 

• Grants:  Applications will continue for service and asset support; cost-sharing requirements 
will be carefully evaluated 

• Sales and Recoverable Works: Assumes the continuation of Main Roads and recoverable 
works activities throughout the forecast period. These activities represent an important source 
of Council-controlled revenue and are forecast based on historical performance and known 
works programs. Actual revenue may vary depending on the availability, timing and extent of 
future projects. 

Expenditure 

• Employee Benefits: Increased annually in line with Council Policy 

• Materials and Services: Indexed by 2% annually for core services; materials for Main Roads 
and DRFA works are budgeted according to the revenue. 

• Depreciation: Held constant (0% increase) across the forecast period 

Revenue Statement 

The revenue statement includes an explanatory statement outlining and explaining the revenue 
measures adopted in the budget. 

The purpose of the revenue statement is: 

• To enunciate the methods used to achieve Council’s objectives set out in the Revenue Policy; 
and 

• To explain material matters that guide the development and implementation of revenue 
practices within the Council; and 

• To comply in all respects with legislative requirements. 

During the development of the budget, Council has been mindful of current economic conditions and 
the challenges faced by residential, commercial and rural ratepayers, while balancing the need to 
maintain essential services and infrastructure for the community. 
 

Total value of the change in rates and utility charges levied  

In accordance with section 169(7) of the Local Government Regulation 2012, the total percentage 
change in rates and utility charges levied for the 2026–2027 financial year compared with the previous 
year's budget is an increase of 8.69%. 
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STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

Corporate Plan 2022-2027 

Theme 

4 Our Organisation 

Long Term Goal 

4.1 Is a sustainable and effective organisation. 

LEGISLATION 

• Local Government Act 2009  

• Local Government Regulation 2012 

FINANCE AND RESOURCES 

The information presented incorporates both the proposed budget for 2026/2027 and the Ten-Year 
Financial Forecast. The budget details how Council will fund the provision of services, programs and 
projects.  

CONSULTATION 

The Executive Leadership Team have consulted with relevant managers and staff in the preparation of 
the budget. Workshops have been held with Councillors and Executive Leadership Team throughout 
the budget process. 

RISK MANAGEMENT 

The budget must be adopted before 1 August and in accordance with the requirements of the Local 
Government Act 2009 and Local Government Regulation 2012  
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8 GENERAL BUSINESS 

9 NEXT MEETING 
To be held at   at   on  . 

10 CLOSE OF MEETING 
The Meeting closed at enter time. 
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