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Diamantina Shire Council acknowledges the 
Wangkamahdla, Pitta Pitta, Mithaka, Wangkangurru/Yarluyandi, Karuwali and Maiawali Peoples as the Traditional Owners 
of the lands across our region. We recognise their deep and enduring connection to Country, Culture, and Community. 
We are committed to learning from and alongside First Nations Peoples and pay our respects to Elders past, present, and emerging.
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Photos & Cover Pic: Birdsville Christmas Lights Walk,
Adelaide Street, shared with thanks to Ari Gardner. 

A huge thank you to Council’s Parks and Gardens team
for bringing the festive spirit to life in Birdsville, with a
special shout-out to Danni for her creative work using
new and recycled materials.



As we approach the festive season, I would like to wish everyone a
safe, happy and restful Christmas and New Year. I also extend my
sincere thanks to all Council staff for their dedication, hard work and
commitment throughout 2025 — your efforts make a real difference
to our communities across the Shire. I look forward to building on
this momentum as we head into an even bigger and better 2026
together.

Significant progress was made this month with several kilometres of
road at Cuttaburra successfully sealed — a major achievement and a
real credit to the crews involved in delivering this important project.

Mayor 
Francis Murray 
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Invitations have been sent out for the official
opening of the Birdsville Courthouse Museum, and
I hope as many locals as possible can join us to
celebrate this important and historic occasion.

Looking ahead, the Birdsville Summer of Sun
weekend returns in mid-January. I encourage
everyone to get behind this fantastic event, which
has grown from the Cactus 100 Ultra Marathon to
include a variety of activities such as glow golf,
paint and sip, and entertainment from the CrackUp
Sisters.

I sincerely thank my fellow Councillors for their
continued dedication, our local businesses for the
vital role they play in supporting our towns and
local economy, and all volunteers, event
organisers and community members who continue
to contribute to the vibrant spirit of our Shire. 

I look forward to working together in the year
ahead to continue delivering positive outcomes for
our communities.

Finally, I encourage everyone to take time over the
holiday period to reconnect with family, friends
and community. 

   Mayor

Francis Murray
  

The Birdsville Courthouse, Police Complex and
Aboriginal Tracker’s Hut played an important role
in Birdsville’s history. When the Birdsville Police
Station was transferred from the Courthouse to
the modern building in 1988, a chapter of remote
Queensland policing that had spanned just over
one hundred years, closed.  In 1993 the site was
listed with the Queensland Government’s Heritage
Register and in 2008 the Diamantina Shire Council
became custodians of this historically significant
location.  In 2021 the site was formally transferred
from the State Government to the Diamantina
Shire Council to ensure its development as a
tourism destination that preserves the remarkable
history of policing in the far South Western
Queensland border region.  

https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/
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Bedourie is my home, though I’ve been welcomed wherever
I travel across the Shire, so sincere thanks to our
community and our region, so full of good old country spirit
and warm welcomes! 
 
Special thanks to Diamantina Shire Councillors, staff, contractors,
volunteers, and others who have worked tirelessly throughout the
year! This past year has been one of change and I’m sure this has
been challenging for many of our staff and contractors, nonetheless
I’m impressed with those of you who have worked with us to find
solutions on this journey. We have accomplished so much due to
your commitment, dedication, and pride. I feel incredibly privileged
to have your support, and I very much look forward to working with
you all in 2026!!
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CEO update CEO update 

Julianne Meier
Chief Executive Officer
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As the year draws to a close let us take time to look back
on some of our achievements:

Desert Champions Way: Outback Camel Trail
Simpson Desert Racing Carnival delivered with strong
support from Council
Frances Gage McGinn exhibition at the Wirrarri
Visitor Information Centre and the soft opening of the
Birdsville Courthouse
Bitumen seal of an additional 6.4 km of the Bedourie
to Birdsville Road
Ongoing roadworks and flood damage restoration
throughout the year
Birdsville Bore and Cooling Ponds constructed
System improvements

electronic timesheets for payroll and plant
(Definitiv) to be implemented in the new year
working towards making procurement easier
workplace health and safety system and training
financial audit finalised within statutory timelines

Disaster Dashboard launched
Community infrastructure

Masterplans for clubs to support funding
arrangements
Bedourie Race Club Shed
Betoota Race Club Shed construction underway

Service Level Reviews underway
Community consultation on a number of matters to
ensure informed decisions are made
Investment in staff training and development
Recruitment drive to fill vacant positions

Page 7 of 38

The sealing of 6.4km of the Allen’s Yards and Cuttaburra
section of the road from Bedourie to Birdsville has been
long advocated and I especially thank the team for their
continued efforts to bring this dream to reality. We
certainly dodged the storms, with some apprehension
until after the seal was applied. A huge effort to be
congratulated!

 
Our town services teams have also ensured our towns are
beautifully presented throughout the year and I thank you
all for your hard work and additional effort in lighting up
the towns for the festive season and for supporting our
events during the year. These little things bring magiq to
the outback!
 

To those of you who have worked on outside jobs, I
applaud your efforts to be able to continue in sometimes
oppressive heat to ensure continuity of service delivery.  
Sincere thanks to my executive leadership team and all
your staff for the ongoing support. 
 

https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/
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Last Friday, we celebrated the end of year with our
Christmas party, and it was a lovely to see so many of you
enjoying the celebrations.  Thanks to the Christmas Party
working group, our photographer and all of you who
assisted because these gatherings would not be possible
without your support. 
 

We’ve had a big year and deservedly many of us are
looking forward to a break. For those of you who are
travelling, I wish you a safe journey. For all of you I wish
you a safe and a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
 

Please be kind to yourselves and to one another.
 

Julianne

https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/
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Diamantina Lights
We are pleased to announce the winners of
our 2025 Christmas Lights Competition.
Thank you to all residents, businesses, and
stations who helped brighten our region with
festive displays this year.

Birdsville Winners
Best Business: Birdsville Hotel
Best House: 18 Jardine Street
Best Station: Roseberth Station

Bedourie Winners
Best Business: Bedourie Police Station
Best House: 11 Kepler Street
Best Station: No entry

Council extends its congratulations to all winners and
thanks the community for spreading Christmas cheer
across the Shire.

#DiamantinaLights

https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/
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Pathline Productions Brisbane based small film production company–
Producer Sam Price and Writer / Director Sean were in Birdsville from
Thursday 20  November until Tuesday 25  November scouting locations
for the upcoming filming of a feature film ( Horror / Suspense Thriller) in
and around Birdsville ( the location in line with the script and creative brief
is a non-descript desert location) exact locations have not been set as yet.

th th

 

Their aim of the production is to invest as much as possible and engage
all the Businesses in Birdsville through the acquisition of goods and
services.
 

The overview of the production schedule is;
4  May to 29  May 2026 in Birdsvilleth th

Week 1 is Pre-production based in town.
Weeks 2 -4 will be on location around Birdsville 

      – exact locations to be determine in due course.
 

A cast and crew of approximately 35–40 people will be in the region for
the duration of filming, requiring accommodation, catering and transport.
This presents a great opportunity for local businesses and community
groups to get involved — now’s the time to start brainstorming ideas and
opportunities.

Lights, Camera, Birdsville!
Feature Film Production 
Set to Bring Big-Screen
Action to the Desert

They will also be putting a few call outs in
due course for paid castings opportunities
in the Birdsville, Bedourie & Betoota
Community Group on Facebook.
 

Sam and Sean have asked me to pass on
their “Thank You” for the hospitality, they
had a fantastic time and are excited to
bring this production to Birdsville.

Patrice Brandenburg-Wallace  
Director Communities

https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/diamantinaqld/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/diamantinaqld/


View the Diamantina Shire Council 
Annual Report 2024 – 2025

 diamantina.qld.gov.au/Council/Plans-Reports-and-Publications

2024 - 2025 Annual Report
Our 2024–2025 Annual Report is now available, celebrating
the resilience and spirit of our Diamantina communities.

Throughout a year shaped by flooding, road closures and
workforce challenges, we continued to invest in essential
services, deliver important projects and support the events and
connections that bring our towns together.

Thank you to our residents, volunteers, partners and staff who
make this region such a strong and vibrant place to call home.
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Stay up to date with Council’s 
Disaster Dashboard
The Diamantina Disaster Dashboard is your one-stop
source for real-time information during emergency events,
helping our community stay informed and prepared.

The dashboard includes updates on:
 • Emergency news
 • Road closures
 • Power outages
 • Weather and flood warnings
 • Fire danger ratings
 • Council’s social media feed
 • Council emergency contact details
 • Activated evacuation centres
 • And much more

Having access to timely, reliable information supports safer
decisions for you, your family and your business — especially
during severe weather or disaster events.

View the Diamantina Disaster Dashboard           
at disaster.diamantina.qld.gov.au            

Our Disaster Dashboard is live at
disaster.diamantina.qld.gov.au

https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/Council/Plans-Reports-and-Publications
https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/Council/Plans-Reports-and-Publications
https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/Council/Plans-Reports-and-Publications
https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/Council/Plans-Reports-and-Publications
https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/Council/Plans-Reports-and-Publications
https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/Council/Plans-Reports-and-Publications
https://disaster.diamantina.qld.gov.au/
https://disaster.diamantina.qld.gov.au/
https://disaster.diamantina.qld.gov.au/
https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/
https://disaster.diamantina.qld.gov.au/


Birdsville Community Christmas Eve Wednesday 24 December 2025
Birdsville Hotel (1pm - 5pm) & Anzac Park (5pm onwards)

Summer of Sun Festival | 9 - 11 January 2026
Birdsville
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What’s On 

in the Diamantina

What’s On 

in the Diamantina

Page 12 of 38

Australia Day Celebrations | Monday 26 January 2026
Birdsville & Bedourie

Courthouse Opening Welcome Event | Thursday 9 April 2026
Wirrarri Visitor Information Centre, Birdsville

Birdsville Courthouse Offical Opening | Friday 10 April 2026
Birdsville Courthouse, Police Complex and Aboriginal Tracker’s Hut Museum
RSVP: Friday 6 February 2026

Cactus 100 Ultra | 9 - 11 January 2026
Birdsville

https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/
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Follow Summer of Sun on Facebook for event updates 

https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/
https://www.facebook.com/summerofsunfestival
https://www.facebook.com/summerofsunfestival
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I t ' l l  b e  h o t !

S t a y  t u n e d  t o  t h e
C a c t u s  1 0 0  U l t r a
F a c e b o o k  p a g e  f o r
f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n
a n d  r e g i s t r a t i o n
d e t a i l s

https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/
https://www.facebook.com/cactus100frontyardultra
https://www.facebook.com/cactus100frontyardultra
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Join us in Birdsville & Bedourie for a relaxed, family-friendly
Outback Celebration this Australia Day.

More details coming soon.

https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/


For position descriptions and applications
visit our website.

Follow Diamantina Shire Council 
on LinkedIn

www.diamantina.qld.gov.au
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Have Your Say – Regional
Aviation Survey Now Open
Thank you to everyone who was able to attend the
Regional Aviation Engagement Session held in Bedourie
on Tuesday, 2 December. The Department of Transport
and Main Roads (TMR) is gathering community feedback
to help shape the future of regional air services, with
current Air Service Contracts due to expire in December
2026.

If you were unable to make it to the session, you can still
share your thoughts. TMR is inviting residents,
businesses, and community organisations to provide
input through an online survey.

Have your say here:
 www.surveymonkey.com/r/QLDregionalaviation

Your feedback is important and will help ensure future air
services continue to meet the needs of our region and
support strong connectivity across Queensland.

We want to hear from you! 
Tell us what kinds of events you’d like to see in the
Diamantina Shire so we can plan community days. 

It will only take a few minutes and your feedback will
help shape our events for the year ahead. 

Take the survey at:

 diamantina.qld.gov.au/Council/Have-Your-Say

https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/job-vacancies/job-vacancies-1
https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/job-vacancies/job-vacancies-1
https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/QLDregionalaviation
https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/Council/Have-Your-Say
https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/Council/Have-Your-Say
https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/Council/Have-Your-Say


Birdsville Splash Park is
open and operating! 
Operating daily 
from 7am to 8pm

Birdsville’s family-friendly covered splash park
is a favourite for kids of all ages. This free,
zero-depth space is the perfect spot to cool off
on a hot day.

       Adelaide Street, Birdsville.

Birdsville Splash Park is
open and operating! 
Operating daily 
from 7am to 8pm

Birdsville’s family-friendly covered splash park
is a favourite for kids of all ages. This free,
zero-depth space is the perfect spot to cool off
on a hot day.

       Adelaide Street, Birdsville.

Kids CornerKids Corner

 ARNS ARNSDesert  Desert   Y YD E C E M B E R  2 0 2 5
D I A M A N T I N A  S H I R E  C O U N C I L  

www.diamantina.qld.gov.auPage 18 of 38

Desert  Desert  

f r o m

https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/


Birdsville Little Reds
Playgroup — Hot Days 
Call for Water Play and
Cupcake Decorating! 
with Khalli Rowlands

On the very hot Tuesday morning we had in late
November, we went to the pool to cool off! There
was lots of swimming and laughs from the children
and a we enjoyed a delicious fruit platter from the
Birdsville Hotel. We had so much fun that we stayed
for most of the morning. 

The children were very tired afterwards! It was a
great morning for us to cool down and relax.  

www.diamantina.qld.gov.au
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The next day, we headed to Jardine Street Park
where we had some fun water stuff set up. It was
another hot morning so playing in the water was
what was needed! 

We listened and danced to music and then when it
got a bit to hot, we went and played on the
playground. It was another great fun morning with
Little Reds Playgroup.

https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/


Thursday morning started with the Birdsville
State School and Little Reds Playgroup meeting
at the Wirrarri  Information Centre to write
Letters to Santa, do some Christmas colouring in
and read a Christmas book. 

After we finished at the Information Centre, we
said goodbye to Birdsville State School students
and headed to our home where we started
decorating some cupcakes! 

It was such a fun little activity for the morning
and all the kids loved playing with all the different
toys and decorating the cupcakes. 

www.diamantina.qld.gov.au
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Birdsville Little Reds Playgroup thank all parents
and children for being so patient and
understanding with all the change that have been
happening with playgroup recently! Enjoy the
break and we look forward to seeing you all back
at Little Reds Playgroup in 2026.

https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/


www.diamantina.qld.gov.au
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As we farewell another school year at Birdsville, we look
back with pride and forward with great excitement. Thank
you for your ongoing support and we look towards a
bright and engaging year ahead.

Our students have enjoyed a wealth of opportunities this
year, from Bedourie Splash ’n’ Arts Camp and Windorah
Sports Camp to Cross Country, Sports Carnival,
swimming lessons at school with Leanne, and a week of
intensive swimming in Bedourie. We even took on the
challenge of learning Tae Kwon Do!

Working with the Outback Advantage Cluster has been a
true highlight for our staff and students. This collaboration
allows our students to benefit from the collective
expertise of outstanding teachers across the region,
ensuring they engage with high-quality, relevant and
inspiring curriculum tailored to their needs.

One of the great advantages of learning in the Outback is
meeting remarkable people. This year we were fortunate
to spend time with the RAAF flight crew of a C27J
Spartan, enjoy visits from our friends at The CrackUp
Company, the Queensland Ballet and learn from the ever-
popular Deadly Arthur.

We remain committed to supporting families through our
Food Program, and our ongoing programs that supply all
essential school requirements including uniform and
shoes. We are also continuing our support for families by
facilitating access to services that promote physical,
mental health and wellbeing. This year we also worked
closely with specialist speech pathologists to strengthen
children's speech development, a vital foundation for
reading and writing success.

Birdsville State School    birdsvilless.eq.edu.au Birdsville State School    birdsvilless.eq.edu.au 

https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/
https://birdsvilless.eq.edu.au/
https://birdsvilless.eq.edu.au/
https://birdsvilless.eq.edu.au/
https://birdsvilless.eq.edu.au/
https://birdsvilless.eq.edu.au/
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Birdsville State School    birdsvilless.eq.edu.au Birdsville State School    birdsvilless.eq.edu.au 

Attendance will continue to be a major focus for us in
2026. Research is clear: regular attendance contributes to
healthier students with greater long-term opportunities. At
Birdsville State School we believe that every day matters,
and we look forward to partnering with families to ensure
strong attendance across the year.
 

Transitioning into the next stage of schooling has become
an important priority for the Department, and at Birdsville
State School we have embraced this through an extended
and nurturing transition program. Our littlest learners
have been given time and space to feel safe, confident
and ready for school life.

We’re proud of the improvements to our grounds,
including the installation of a new sensory garden.
Maintaining our facilities is part of our commitment to
leaving a legacy for future students. Small schools like
ours hold a special place in the connection between past
and present, and we take our role as custodians of this
history very seriously.

Of course, small school life is full of both goodbyes and
hellos. This year we have farewelled some special people
and wish them every success on their next adventures.

With our calendar already filling with exciting events for
next term, we can’t wait to get underway. Until then, we
wish our families and the wider community a safe, joyful
Christmas and New Year. May the peace and joy that is
the season envelope your family in love.

Nita Tilney  | Principal
Birdsville State School | Adelaide Street

Follow Birdsville State School 
on Facebook 

https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/
https://birdsvilless.eq.edu.au/
https://birdsvilless.eq.edu.au/
https://birdsvilless.eq.edu.au/
https://birdsvilless.eq.edu.au/
https://birdsvilless.eq.edu.au/
https://www.facebook.com/BirdsvilleStateSchool
https://www.facebook.com/BirdsvilleStateSchool
https://www.facebook.com/BirdsvilleStateSchool
https://www.facebook.com/BirdsvilleStateSchool
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On Thursday 4 December, we had our annual
End of Year celebrations at the Bedourie
Community Hall. A huge thank you to
everyone who came out to support our
children of Bedourie. 

It has been a big year for Bedourie State School, and
would not have been possible without a village of
amazing people and organisations.

A huge thank you to our 2025 P & C and the
Diamantina Shire for your ongoing support
throughout the year. Bedourie SS present and past
Staff as well as our local businesses and surrounding
stations a heartfelt thank you.

To our neighbouring schools - Birdsville and Boulia
State Schools thankyou for your ongoing willingness
to combine for the growth of our students.

To Dajarra, Jundah, Windorah, Stonehenge,
Birdsville, Mt Isa SDE, Longreach SDE, Boulia State
Schools and their families thank you for supporting
our biannual Splash n Arts camp this year.

Hopefully, we haven’t missed someone but if we
have, we say thank you. Merry Christmas everyone
and may 2026 bring even more great moments to
celebrate at Bedourie State School!

View all the pics on the Bedourie State School
Facebook page. 

Bedourie State School     bedouriess.eq.edu.au Bedourie State School     bedouriess.eq.edu.au 

https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/
https://www.facebook.com/BedourieStateSchool/posts/pfbid0GMXXPWZy3KK8mSRcyneat91ef4xSn2sAkYxYeVdiFWN52Sa1gKrUSAb4mGb32Yakl
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https://bedouriess.eq.edu.au/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExT2pWZzRrdm0zemVWemtZU3NydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR6rITBKZ59RBcb31FW_WxUWg4eZLDKPw6-HzBLaZ8PuP7aE2qfZ5J8CHZwrTg_aem_-Iay2oxdTtMIEB61GJ7beA
https://bedouriess.eq.edu.au/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExT2pWZzRrdm0zemVWemtZU3NydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR6rITBKZ59RBcb31FW_WxUWg4eZLDKPw6-HzBLaZ8PuP7aE2qfZ5J8CHZwrTg_aem_-Iay2oxdTtMIEB61GJ7beA
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Bedourie Primary Health Centre
Upcoming Bedourie RFDS Clinic on 
30 December 2025. 

This will be a doctor only, no nurse. Anyone
requiring and appointment please contact the clinic
4746 1500. 

RFDS visits will return to regular fortnightly clinics
from Wednesday, 7 January 2026.

Everyone, have a wonderful Christmas and see you
in the New Year,
Jacky
Director of Nursing

Kepler St, Bedourie
Call 07 4746 1500 

centralwest.health.qld.gov.au

Birdsville Fluoride Fact Sheet
We are sharing the Birdsville Fluoride Fact Sheet on the
following pages to provide the community with clear,
reliable information about fluoride in Birdsville’s drinking
water. This document explains why fluoride is used, how
levels are managed and monitored, and what it means
for public health, particularly dental health. 

We encourage residents to read the fact sheet to better
understand the water treatment process and to support
informed, confident decision-making about our local
water supply. 

Learn more about Diamantina’s water supply and
download the Birdsville Fluoride Fact Sheet at
diamantina.qld.gov.au/Council/Plans-Reports-and-
Publications

Birdsville Primary Health Centre
31 Adelaide St, Birdsville
Call 07 4564 2400
See services at centralwest.health.qld.gov.au

Wednesday 31  December (telehealth ONLY)st

Health 
       MattersHealth 
       Matters

https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/
https://www.centralwest.health.qld.gov.au/hospitals-and-health-centres/bedourie-primary-health-centre
tel:0747461500
https://www.centralwest.health.qld.gov.au/hospitals-and-health-centres/bedourie-primary-health-centre
https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/Council/Plans-Reports-and-Publications#section-12
https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/Council/Plans-Reports-and-Publications#section-12
https://www.centralwest.health.qld.gov.au/hospitals-and-health-centres/birdsville-primary-health-centre
https://www.centralwest.health.qld.gov.au/hospitals-and-health-centres/birdsville-primary-health-centre
tel:0745642400
https://www.centralwest.health.qld.gov.au/services/locations/birdsville-primary-health-centre
https://www.centralwest.health.qld.gov.au/services/locations/birdsville-primary-health-centre
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Queensland Government support
for growing small and family
businesses
 If you’re a small and family business looking to invest in
specialised equipment to take your operations to the
next level, support is now available.

We know that small and family businesses looking to
buy, install and complete training to use new equipment
face significant costs in time and money that can stop or
slow growth plans.

Supporting small businesses to overcome these barriers
helps them and the people they support—staff, suppliers
and customers—to grow.

Check your eligibility for the Business Growth Fund and
submit a registration of interest before 5pm Friday 30
January 2026.

This program offers grant funding of between $50,000
and $75,000 to help businesses grow, increase
productivity and efficiency, increase market share or
develop and expand export opportunities.

 Successful applicants can use their grant to cover the
purchase, installation, setup, and training costs
associated with specialised equipment—maximising
economic returns and paving the way for sustainable job
creation.

Visit business.qld.gov.au/growthfund to explore the full
eligibility criteria and learn how to apply.

https://www.google.com/search?q=Blue+Tree+Project%2C+Bedourie&oq=Blue+Tree+Project%2C+Bedourie&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRigATIHCAIQIRigAdIBBzgyMWowajeoAgiwAgHxBZCE0cnrHCrE&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.getready.qld.gov.au/plan
https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/
http://www.business.qld.gov.au/growthfund
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On the Ground with Garth Borgelt
As 2025 draws to a close, we want to sincerely thank
the Infrastructure Services teams for a huge year of
delivery across roads, facilities, fleet and
maintenance. 

Thanks also to our Technical Projects administration
team for supporting across all of the Infrastructure
directorate.

2025 at a glance – key achievements
Roads & Construction

6.4 km of new sealed roads constructed
270 km of roads repaired following flood damage
5 new concrete floodways constructed
Resealing completed:

Streets – 49,985 m²
Roads – 8.7 km

Crack sealing (bitumen) – 70 km
150,000 tonnes of gravel crushed
26 gravel pits rehabilitated
300 million litres of water carted for road
construction - That’s roughly 120 Olympic-sized
swimming pools!

Compliance & Approvals
18 Cultural Heritage and Environmental compliance
clearances completed

Facilities Services
290 service requests completed across:

Buildings (36)
Fixtures & fittings (108)
Electrical (53)
Air conditioning (47)
Plumbing (46)

Workshop & Fleet
Over 900 maintenance orders completed 
9 new vehicles added to the fleet (all Toyotas):

2 Fortuners – Directors (Corporate Services &
Infrastructure)
1 LandCruiser 300 Series – CEO
1 LandCruiser GXL Dual Cab – Works Manager
5 LandCruiser Workmates – Works crews and
labourers

New plant and equipment commissioned:
6 new generators
1 Selwood 6” pump with tandem trailer
3 camp trailers
1 fully fitted carpenter’s trailer
2 x 3,500L diesel trailers

These numbers tell a powerful story of effort, teamwork
and long-term thinking.  The scale of work completed,
often in challenging conditions, reflects the team’s
commitment, skill and pride in keeping our communities
connected, safe and supported.

Have a happy and safe break and see you in the new year.
 

Garth Borgelt  |  Infrastructure Services

The new Pavilion-style shed proudly funded by the
Works for Queensland Program (W4Q) at the Bedourie
Race Course is a great new addition to our facilities.
Photo: ABC Sheds.

https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/
https://www.facebook.com/ABCShedsGlobal/posts/pfbid04Qoszvqukd9gLeBAXEBDLxbCPjbnNG3QUfWYdNAwGME6hynq7kmKyQytmGARQKAol
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For Outback Road Reports
at your fingertips Download
the Diamantina Tourism app
in the App Store or get it on
Google Play

For Outback Road Reports
at your fingertips Download
the Diamantina Tourism app
in the App Store or get it on
Google Play

A big thank you to everyone involved for
your efforts in keeping our outback roads
safe, connected and in great condition —
your work makes a real difference for our

community and travellers alike.
 

Cuttaburra 1: Road Works Update  
Last week Council’s Infrastructure team progressed well
on works at Cuttaburra 1, with priming completed on
Wednesday morning. The pavement was first lightly
watered and allowed time to soak in, before being swept
with the tractor and broom to remove any loose material.
The spray truck then applied the prime coat, which
requires a couple of days to properly soak into the
pavement. Sealing was completed Friday morning.

https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/
https://apps.apple.com/sg/app/diamantina-tourism/id6740609755
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.specialistapps.diamantina&pcampaignid=web_share
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https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/


Holiday Rubbish

Collection

Garbage will be collected on
Tuesday’s as normal:
 

Tuesday 23 Dec 2025
Tuesday 30 Dec 2025
Tuesday 6 Jan 2026

Requests for Tender

Diamantina Shire Council invites 
tenders for:

Road construction & associated works for
the Bedourie Subdivision.                          
- Closes 2pm, 31 January 2026

Bedourie Levee Bank Construction.            
- Closes 2pm, 16 February 2026

Details: diamantina.qld.gov.au/Council/Tenders
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Zack Kinivan was presented with a
recognition of service award by Deputy
Mayor Damien Watson for completing
5 years at Diamantina Shire Council.

Thank you Zack.

https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/Council/Tenders/
https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/
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Community Grants Register
Our Community Grants Register is a regularly
updated list of external funding opportunities
available to local community groups and individuals.

It includes a variety of Queensland and national grant
programs, organised by application closing date. Ongoing
or open-ended grants are listed at the bottom for easy
reference.

Council encourages community members to explore these
opportunities and offers support with the application
process, including assistance with grant writing.

If your group is planning a project and needs help
applying for a grant, please contact Council for guidance.

Download the Community Grants Register at:
diamantina.qld.gov.au/Community/Grants-and-Funding

Celebrating Service & Loyalty
At our Council Christmas Party, we recognised staff for
their years of dedicated service to Diamantina Shire
Council. These milestones reflect their commitment and
the vital role they play in supporting our communities.

We thank all recipients for their contribution and loyalty.

Francis Warren – 23 years

Jodie Girdler – 15 years

Patrick Tully – 6 years

Connor Weirmann – 5 years

Antony Smith – 3 years

Greg Wills – 3 years

Kevin Barr – 2 years

Teegan Bourquin – 2 years

Cherokee Crombie – 2 years

Adele Rowe – 2 years

Joanne Fiorenza – 2 years

Rachael Hunter – 2 years

Nerissa Parsons – 1.5 years

Elizabeth Plant – 1.5 years

Richard Armstrong – 1 year

Mona Smith – 20 years

Pauline Daly – 13 years

Paula Brown – 7 years

Zack Kinivan – 5 years

Brian Holland – 5 years

Joy Grange – 3 years 

Miranda Neilson – 3 years

Liam Brooker – 2 years 

Jason Doyle – 2 years

Brendan Howe – 1 year

Terance Crawford – 1 year

Frederick Derwin – 1 year

Jade Smith – 1 year

Joshua Parkinson – 1 year

https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/Community/Grants-and-Funding
https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/
https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/Contact
https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/Contact
https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/Community/Grants-and-Funding
https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/Community/Grants-and-Funding
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Elected Representatives
Cr Francis Murray, Mayor
P: 0438 999 267
E: Francis.Murray@Diamantina.qld.gov.au

Cr Damien Watson, Deputy Mayor 
P: 0429 627 215
E: Damien.Watson@Diamantina.qld.gov.au

Cr Damian Clarke
P: 0472 866 267
E: Damian.Clarke@Diamantina.qld.gov.au

Cr Robbie Dare
P: 0427 467 291
E: Rob.Dare@Diamantina.qld.gov.au

Cr Kerry Morton
P: 0488 544 506
E: Kerry.Morton@Diamantina.qld.gov.au

Diamantina Shire Council
Monday to Friday 8.30 am - 5 pm

(excluding Public Holidays)

17 Herbert Street

BEDOURIE QLD 4829

P: 07 4746 1600

E: Admin@Diamantina.qld.gov.au

Julianne Meier
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

P: 0428 461 202

E: Julianne.Meier@Diamantina.qld.gov.au

Patrice Brandenburg
DIRECTOR COMMUNITIES

P: 0457 486 231

E: Patrice.Brandenburg@Diamantina.qld.gov.au

Jade Nacario
DIRECTOR CORPORATE SERVICES 

P: 0467 843 928 

E: Jade.Nacario@Diamantina.qld.gov.au

Garth Borgelt
DIRECTOR OF INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES

P: 0409 332 105 

E: Garth.Borgelt@Diamantina.qld.gov.au
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Send your stories and photos for Desert Yarns 
to marketing@diamantina.qld.gov.au

Connect With Us
Like Diamantina Shire Council 
on Facebook

Follow @diamantinaqld 
on Instagram

Manager's house at Cluny Station, Bedourie region, 1931-1932.
The building is almost covered up on one side with sand blown
from outback storms. Photo: State Library of Queensland

Follow Diamantina Shire Council
on LinkedIn

Diamantina Shire Council

2026 Meeting Dates
diamantina.qld.gov.au/Council/Council-Meetings

mailto:admin@diamantina.qld.gov.au
mailto:Scott.Mason@Diamantina.qld.gov.au
mailto:Jade.Nacario@Diamantina.qld.gov.au
mailto:Scott.Mason@Diamantina.qld.gov.au
https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/
https://www.facebook.com/DiamantinaShireCouncil
https://www.facebook.com/DiamantinaShireCouncil
https://www.facebook.com/DiamantinaShireCouncil
https://www.instagram.com/diamantinaqld/
https://www.instagram.com/diamantinaqld/
https://www.instagram.com/diamantinaqld/
https://www.instagram.com/diamantinaqld/
https://www.instagram.com/diamantinaqld/
https://www.instagram.com/diamantinaqld/
https://collections.slq.qld.gov.au/viewer/IE4564945
https://www.linkedin.com/company/diamantina-shire-council-qld/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/diamantina-shire-council-qld/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/diamantina-shire-council-qld/
https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/Council/Council-Meetings
https://www.diamantina.qld.gov.au/Council/Council-Meetings

